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Fran Mallon was born in Roanoke, Virginia and grew up in several towns in
the Shenandoah Valley and in Salisbury, Maryland. She received a BFA in
Commercial Art, from Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond,
Virginia. She landed in NYC after graduation and worked for a small
package design firm, then for the Art Department of New York Life
Insurance Company. In 1969 Fran and her husband Ed and their two baby
daughters moved to Concord, New Hampshire. It wasn’t long before she
started taking painting lessons to capture the beauty of New England.
Watercolor became her medium of choice in 1978. In 1979 she was juried
into the New Hampshire Art Association .She is probably most known in the
Concord area for her one person exhibition at Shaker Village in 1984. In
1986 she was awarded membership into the New England Watercolor
Society. She was an active member of the Art Guild of the Kennebunks for
12 years. During that period she was a member of the Upstairs Gallery in the
Lower Village of Kennebunkport.
After four years of “The Massachusetts experience” the Mallons took a six
month RV trip landing in Arizona. There, Fran enjoyed painting the dessert
in watercolor. They returned to the Seacoast of New Hampshire in the
Spring of 1991 where her husband started his own business in Portsmouth
and Fran was his only employee. After several years she went on a painting
trip and realized how much she missed painting . Her husband hired new
employees and Fran took a studio at The Button Factory where she painted
for nearly 14 years. In 1997 Fran and her husband built a house in New
Castle and she began her many paintings of New Castle, street scenes and
views of the Piscataqua. Then she moved her studio to The Wentworth
Dennett School “Art on the Hill” in Kittery, Maine where she continues to
work on finishing her paintings, which many are begun plein aire. She has
returned to Oil Painting occasionally, capturing Portsmouth as well as
Tuscany and the Coast of Maine and Grand Cayman. She still prefers
watercolor. Her work can be seen at her Gallery in Portsmouth at 42 Middle
Street.
franmallon@comcast.net

phone:603 436 6568
cell:603 498 7524
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A PROCLAMATION
BY THE SELECT BOARD OF THE TOWN OF
NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE:
ON THE

200TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 1814 WALBACH TOWER
WHEREAS, from 1806-1821, Colonel John Walbach commanded Fort Constitution; and

WHEREAS, the New Hampshire Seacoast was under threat of British naval attack
during the War of 1812; and

WHEREAS, Colonel Walbach mobilized the construction of the round Martello-type
Tower by his militia and the townspeople in the summer of 1814; and
WHEREAS, the Tower served for many years as a New Castle icon in photographs,
postcards, paintings, and poetry, but is now nearly lost to view and to memory; and

WHEREAS, the University of New Hampshire is now the steward of the Tower and the
land on which it sits; and

WHEREAS, resident Bobbie Sweet commissioned a new and impressive historic marker
near the Tower, on Sullivan Lane;
On behalf of the people of New Castle we extend our thanks to the New Castle Historical
Society and to the generosity of Bobbie Sweet, for bringing this history to life with
programs, signage, and publications on this 200th anniversary.

In witness whereof we affix our signatures and the seal of the Town of New Castle, this
twenty-eighth day of September, in the year of our Lord, Two Thousand and Fourteen;
and this Two Hundred and Thirty-Ninth year of the Independence of the United States of
America.
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SELECT BOARD’S LETTER
The past year has been a busy and productive one for the Town. In addition to managing the day-today operational needs, the Select Board continues to review our systems, infrastructure, and operations to
ensure that we are responsibly planning ahead for the future needs of the Town.
One of the important components of this planning has been the establishment of the Capital
Improvement Program (CIP) several years ago whose purpose is to assess the future capital expenditure
needs of the Town. The committee prepares a long-range schedule of anticipated major expenses and makes
a recommendation to the Budget Committee and Select Board for funding trust funds to provide for major
vehicle and equipment purchase, lease, or refurbishment, as necessary. The budget is then put before the
voters at the annual Town Meeting. This process has proven extremely effective in identifying future
expenses helping stabilize the tax rate, and planning ahead for the needs of the Town.
Overall, the town’s finances are in excellent shape with a total debt of $600,000 which represents
slightly over 2 percent of the town’s net assets or less than one-tenth of one percent of assessed valuation.
The Select Board has also been moving forward in its discussions with the City of Portsmouth
regarding the proposed transfer of New Castle’s water and sewer systems. Once we have gathered all the
information about the possible conveyance, we will hold informational sessions and formal public hearings
for community input and questions. It is important to note that no decision to convey any part of the Town’s
assets or infrastructure will occur without a vote at Town Meeting. We are hopeful that a vote will be
scheduled for the May 2016 Town Meeting.
At the upcoming Town Meeting on May 12, we will ask for your vote to formally withdraw from our
contract with the Southeast Regional Waste Disposal District 53-B, our trash disposal contract. Seven years
ago, we withdrew from the collection portion of this contract, which not only saved the town an estimated
$400,000 over the years, but also resulted in the move to our current provider, Oceanside Rubbish. Our
contract with 53-B expires this June and presents the opportunity for additional savings. We ask that voters
support the town in formally withdrawing from the remaining disposal portion of the compact.
Over the past year, we have also focused on the renovation of the Town Hall. At last year’s Town
Meeting in May, an initial presentation was made about design options for the renovation. Since then, the
Town Hall Renovation Committee has been refining those plans and assessing costs. A warrant article for
$1,500,000 for a 10-year bond to cover all aspects of the renovation will be proposed at this year’s May
meeting. An extensive article was written about the details of the renovation in the February/March Island
Items newsletter. If you missed it, you can find the Island Items article and any other information about the
committee’s work on the town’s website at newcastlenh.org.
As for the lift bridge on Rt-1B by the Wentworth Hotel, it has not been conclusively decided
whether it will be replaced with another lift bridge or with a fixed bridge. At the moment, the
replacement is currently scheduled to take place in the winter of 2017. It is important to note that the Coast
Guard will make the final recommendation to the NH Department of Transportation about a lift bridge or
fixed bridge; the neighboring towns have provided input but do not make the final decision about which type
of bridge is chosen. There will be no cost to the Town for this replacement project.

Finally, we'd like to remind our residents that you can sign up to receive email notifications about
town meetings and read minutes from those meetings at our town’s website at
newcastlenh.org. Scroll to the bottom of the home page and click on “Subscribe to E-Alerts” to sign up for
the notifications you'd like to receive. It’s a great way to know what is going on in the community and to
make sure your voice is heard on the topics that you care about in Town.
New Castle Select Board

Patty Scholz-Cohen, Chair
Lorn Buxton
Dave McGuckin

NEW HAMPSHIRE

ELECTED OFFICIALS

NATIONAL
Senator Kelly Ayotte

Senator

Jeanne Shaheen

New Hampshire Office

New Hampshire Office

41 Hooksett Road Unit 2
Manchester, NH 03104

1589 Elm St., Suite 3
Manchester, NH 03101

603-622-7979

603-647-7500

US Rep. Frank Guinta
New Hampshire Office — District 1
33 Lowell Street
Manchester, NH 03101

603-641-9536

STATE
Governor
Maggie Hassan
State House
25 Capitol Street
Concord, NH 03301
603-271-2121

Executive Councilor
District 3
Christopher Sununu
71 Hemlock Court
Newfields, NH 03856
603-658-1187

State Senator
Nancy F. Stiles
1 Hayden Circle
Hampton, NH

03842-1165

603-601-6591
nancy.stiles@leg.state.nh.us

REPRESENTATIVES — DISTRICT 24
Thomas M. Sherman
296 Harbor Road

David A. Borden
PO Box 167

Rye, NH 03870-2414

New Castle, NH 03854

603-379-2248

603-436-4132

david@oursustainablenh.com

TOWN OFFICERS — ELECTED/APPOINTED
Town Clerk/Tax Collector
Deputy Town Clerk
Deputy Tax Collector

Priscilla Hodgkins
Betty Jane Riordan
Pamela Cullen

Select Board

Patricia Scholz-Cohen, Chair term exp 5/15
Lorn Buxton
term exp 5/16
term exp 5/17
David McGuckin

Treasurer

Thomas Smith
William B. Marshall III

term exp 5/15
indef apt

Donald A. White, Jr.
Steven Gahan
Derek Poirer

Walter Liff
Dr. James Zuckerman
James Cerny

indef appt
indef appt
indef appt
indef appt
indef appt
indef appt
indef appt
indef appt
indef appt
appt exp 5/15
term exp 5/16
indef appt
state appt
indef appt

David Blanding
Mark Wooley

indef appt
indef appt

Fire Wards

Dennis Dinsmore
Reginald Whitehouse
Damon Frampton

term exp 5/15
term exp 5/16
term exp 5/17

Water Sewer Commission

Walter Liff, Chair
Normand Houle
John Ireland
Walter Glidden

Alternate
Alternate
Ex-Officio/Selectman

Reginald Whitehouse

appt
appt
appt
appt
appt
appt
term

Asst. Treasurer

Police Department
Chief

Sergeant
Patrolman
Patrolman

Patrolman (pt)
Patrolman (pt)
Patrolman (pt)
Patrolman (pt)
Animal Control Officer
Road Agent
Town Moderator
Asst. Moderator
Health Officer
Town Historian
Fire Department
Chief

Deputy Fire Chief

Cody Lightfoot
Matthew Tyler
Theodore Hartmann
Sean Welch
Kevin McGee
Donald A. White, Jr.
Steve Tabbutt

Wayne Semprini

Chester Fessenden
Dave McGuckin

term exp 5/16
indef appt
indef appt

exp
exp
exp
exp
exp
exp
exp

5/15
5/15
5/16
5/16
5/17
5/16
5/17

Darcy Horgan, Chair
Eric Katz
David McArdle
Kate Murray
Margaret Sofio
Lorn Buxton

appt
appt
appt
appt
appt
term

exp
exp
exp
exp
exp
exp

5/17
5/16
5/16
5/16
5/16
5/16

Alternate — Pln Bd Rep

Todd Baker - Interim Chair
Russell Cox
Mark Gardner
John Fitzpatrick
Rebecca Goldberg
Margaret Sofio

appt
appt
appt
appt
appt
appt

exp
exp
exp
exp
exp
exp

5/15
5/16
5/16
5/15
5/17
5/16

Historic District Committee

Rodney Rowland, Chair

appt
appt
appt
appt
appt
appt
term

exp
exp
exp
exp
exp
exp
exp

5/17
5/16
5/17
5/16
5/18
5/16
5/15

appt
appt
appt
appt
appt
appt
appt
appt
appt

exp
exp
exp
exp
exp
exp
exp
exp
exp

5/15
5/16
5/17
5/17
5/17
5/16
5/15
5/17
5/16

exp
exp
exp
exp
exp

5/15
5/17
5/16
5/16
o/15

Planning Board

Alternate
Alternate
Ex-Officio/Selectman
Board of Adjustment

Alternate
Alternate

Elaine Nollet
Irene Bush
Peter Reed, Jr.
Alternate

Planning Board Rep
Ex-Officio/Selectwoman
Conservation Commission

Jeff Hughes
Kate Murray
Patricia Scholz-Cohen
William Stewart, Chair

Lynn McCarthy
Elisabeth Hume
Brian Mack
Sharon Houston
Alternate
Alternate
Alternate

Nancy Gulley
Wm. B. Marshall, III
James Rini
Curt Gillespie

Budget Committee

Thomas Smith, Chair

Ex-Officio/Selectman
Ex-Officio/School Board

Lorn Buxton
Roderick MacDonald

term
term
term
term
teria

Trustees of the Trust

David Borden, Chair
David McArdle
Kathy Richards

term exp 5/17
appt exp 5/15
term exp 5/15

Sandra Bisset, Chair

appt exp 5/15

Damon Frampton
Bill Stewart

Energy Committee

Funds

Library Director

Brad Greeley, Chair
Jenny Rosenson
Sandra DeSisto
Jane Finn
Anna Ambrogi
Christine Collins

term exp 5/17
term exp 5/15
term exp 5/16
appt exp 5/15
appt exp 5/15
indef appt

Supervisors of the Checklist

Karen Mitchell, Chair

term exp 5/18
term exp 5/16
term exp 5/20

Library Trustees

Alternate
Alternate

Darcy Horgan
Margaret Kennedy
Cemetery Trustees

Recreation Committee

Terri Golter
Carol White

term exp 5/17
term exp 5/15
term exp 5/16

Guy Stearns, Chair

appt exp 5/15

Jim Cerny, Chair

Rockingham Planning
Commission Representative

Michael McAndrew

Capital Improvement
Program Committee

Jeff Hughes, Chair
Richard White
David Borden

David McArdle — Planning Board Rep
David McGuckin
Town Employees

Asst. Public Works

Debra Knowles
Chis Pufahl

Bld Insp/Code Enforcement
Bld Insp/Code Enforcement

Donald Graves
Terry Barnes

Accountant

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
ELECTED POSITIONS AND SALARIES

Position

Select Board Chair
Select Board (2)
Town Clerk/Tax Collector
Treasurer

Annual Salaries

$ 2,000
1,800
20,500
4,000

Cemetery Trustee (3)

100

Moderator
Supervisor of the checklist (3)
Trustee of the Trust Funds (2)
Trustee of the Trust Funds, Bookkeeper
Historian

200 per election
100 plus $100 per election
100
250
250

There are many others who participate in Town Government on an unpaid basis and their service is
most valuable to the success of our Town. These individuals deserve the whole hearted thanks of
the community for their civic involvement.

TOWN MEETING

MINUTES

TUESDAY, MAY 14, 2014

Town Meeting was held at the New Castle Recreation Center, Great Island Common, New Castle,
on Tuesday, 13th of May 2014.

Approximately 170 citizens were in attendance.
Called to order by Moderator Wayne Semprini at 7:02p.m.
The moderator asked for a moment of silence for those who have passed away this year and in
particular for Police Officer Arkell, who died yesterday in the line of duty.
Citizens joined in the Pledge of Allegiance.
The moderator briefly reviewed Robert’s Rules of Order as they apply to the process of town
meeting, which were put to a vote and approved.
Supervisor of the Checklist, Sheri Becker was thanked for all her years of service as she is stepping
down.

ARTICLE I
To choose all necessary Town Offices for the following year.
(ON THE BALLOT)
The following officers were elected by ballot:
Town Offices
Candidates
Select Board Member, 3 Year Term
David McGuckin
Treasurer,

Budget

1 Year Term

Committee, 3 Year Term

Votes
ahs

Tom Smith

S71

Damon Frampton

396

Cemetery Trustee: 3 Year Term

Jim Cerny

390

Fire Ward, 3 Year Term

Damon Frampton
PeteriRice
Brad Greeley

230
224
400

Write-in David Borden
Kathy Richards
Margaret Kennedy
Wayne Semprini

69
Spey
407
420

Ryan Russman
Dick Spaulding
Craig Strehl
Rodney Rowland

150
304
5
384

Library Trustee, 3 Year Term
Trustee Of Trust Funds, 3 Year Term

Trustee of the Trust Funds, 1 Year Term
Supervisor of the Checklist, 6 Year Term
Town Moderator, 2 Year Term
School Offices
School Board Member, 3 Year Term

School Board Member, 2 Year Term

School District Clerk, 3 Year Term

Write-ins

School District Moderator, 3 Year Term
Wayne Semprini
402
ARTICLE II: Zoning Amendment Number 1: Are you in favor of adopting Zoning Amendment
Number 1, as proposed by the Planning Board to delete the definition of “Living Area” in Section 2.3
“Definitions” number 36?
(ON THE BALLOT)
Yea 289; Nay 101
ARTICLE III: Zoning Amendment Number 2: Are you in favor of adopting Zoning Amendment
2, as proposed by the Planning Board under Section 6.1.4.2c “Lot Size and Density Standards for
Residential Cluster Development” to change the word “living” area to “building” area and to correct
the section references to 4.2.1.3 and 4.2.1.5.7?
(ON THE BALLOT)
Yea 307; Nay: 97
ARTICLE IV: Zoning Amendment Number 3: Are you in favor of adopting Zoning Amendment
3, as proposed by the Planning Board under Section 9.2.3.3.a “Delineation of District Boundaries”
to add “as amended” in areas in the text after “Wetlands Study, Town of New Castle, New
Hampshire” and “2005 Wetlands Study”?
ON THE BALLOT)
Yea 304; Nay 96
ARTICLE V: Zoning Amendment Number 4: Are you in favor of adopting Zoning Amendment
4, as proposed by the Planning Board to add turf definition and change pesticide and fertilizer
restrictions in the fresh and tidal wetlands under Section 9.2.8.4 — “Wetlands Buffers” to read in full
in Section 4:
i.Pesticide and/or turf fertilizer use with the exception of limestone are prohibited within 25 feet of
the reference line for tidal wetlands and shoreline, or from the edge of the wetland
for fresh water
wetlands.
ii. Turf fertilizer use beyond the 25 foot reference line must contain a minimum of 50% slow release
nitrogen as a percentage of the total nitrogen content.
iii. Turf fertilizer use beyond the 25 foot reference line shall not contain more than 2% phosphorus.
“Turf” means non-agricultural land planted in closely mowed, managed grasses except golf
courses, parks, athletic fields, and sod farms.
(ON THE BALLOT)
Yea 283; Nay 123
ARTICLE VI: Building Code Number 1: Are you in favor of adopting Building Code 1, as
proposed by the Planning Board to change the preamble of the Building Code to read:
Be it ordained by the Town of New Caste at its Town Meeting held on March 7, 1972, further
amended by its Town meeting held on June 27, 1975, its Town Meeting held on March 2, 1976, its
Town Meeting held on April 1, 1978, its Town Meeting held on May 13, 1980, its Town Meeting
held on May 11, 1982, its Town Meeting held on May 14, 1985, its Town Meeting held on May 14,
1996, its Town Meeting held on May 13, 2008, and at its Town Meeting held on May 13, 2014,
pursuant to the provisions of the New Hampshire Revised Statues Annotated Chapter 156-A as

amended that the 2009 issue of the INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE and the 2009 issue of the
INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL BUILDING CODE as amended is adopted for the Town.
(ON THE BALLOT)
Yea 314; Nay 78
ARTICLE VII: Building Code Number 2: Are you in favor of updating Building Code 2, as
proposed by the Planning Board to change Section 1(a) to read:
The 2009 International Building Code and the 2009 International Residential Code are hereby
adopted by reference for the Town of New Castle.
(ON THE BALLOT)
Yeas lop Nave/3
ARTICLE VIII: Building Code Number 3: Are you in favor of adopting Building Code 3, as
proposed by the Planning Board to change Section 8(d) “Fees” to read:
A permit for the demolition of a building or structure shall be required. A fee of $50 will be
charged. (May 2, 1976; May 11, 2010)
(ON THE BALLOT)
Yea 300; Nay 101
ARTICLE IX: Subdivision Regulations Number 1: Are you in favor of adopting The Subdivision
Regulation 1 as proposed by the Planning Board under Section 7.2.5 “Drainage Improvements and
Stormwater Management Plans” to change the 25-year storm event to a 100—year storm event?
(ON THE BALLOT)
Yea 273; Nay 98
ARTICLE X: Site Plan Review Regulations Number 1: Are you in favor of adopting the Site Plan
Review Regulation 1, as proposed by the Planning Board under Section 8.7 “ Drainage
Improvements and Stormwater Management Plans” to change the 25—year storm event to a 100year storm event.

(ON THE BALLOT)
Yea 276; Nay 121
ARTICLE XI: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the Budget Committee’s
recommended operating budget in the amount of $2,631,958 for the general operation of the Town.
Moved and seconded; no discussion. VOICE VOTE: Approved
ARTICLE XII: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $126,500 to be
added to the Vehicle and Equipment Trust Fund previously established.
Moved and seconded; no discussion

VOICE VOTE: Approved

ARTICLE XIII: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $12,525 to be
added to the New Castle Conservation Fund for the purpose of grant matching
and conservation projects as proposed by the Conservation Commission.
Moved and seconded; no discussion.
VOICE VOTE: Approved

ARTICLE XIV: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $13,000 to be
used to pay Town donations to local non-profit agencies as follows:

1. A Safe Place
2. Area Home Care & Family Services

$ 500
$1,500

3. CASA — Court Appointed Special Advocates

$ 500

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

$ 500
$ 750
$1,000
$ 500
$1,500

Child Advocacy Center
Child & Family Services
Families First
McFarland Children’s Center
Meals on Wheels

9. Rockingham County Community Action
10. RSVP (Retired Senior Volunteer Program)

$1,000
$1,000

11. Seacoast Food Panty
12. Seacoast Mental Health Center

$ 750
$1,500

13. Seacoast Visiting Nurses Association
14. Sexual Assault Support Services
15. Womanaid of Greater Portsmouth

$ 750
am 3U
$ 500

Moved and seconded: no discussion.

VOICE VOTE: Approved
ARTICLE XV: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $15,000 for the
purpose of developing detailed plans and cost estimates for appropriate historic preservation and
energy efficient repairs to assure the structural integrity of Town Hall, as proposed by the Capital
Improvement Program Committee.
Moved and seconded:

Moved to table pending presentation.
VOICE VOTE: to table until after the presentation: Approved.
Following the presentation (see below, in ARTICLE XVIII) by Rodney Rowland, the question of
ARTICLE XV was put to a vote.

VOICE VOTE: approved unanimously
ARTICLE XVI: To see if the Town will vote to establish a contingency fund for the current year
for unanticipated expenses that may arise and further to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000 to
go into the fund. This sum to come from taxation. Any appropriation left in the fund at the end of
the year will lapse to the general fund.
Moved and seconded; no discussion.
Discussion: Lorn Buxton explained that the fund has always been part of the budget and is now a
separate item per state law.
Question put and passed.
VOICE VOTE: Approved

ARTICLE XVII: To see if the Town will vote to rescind the previous Town Ordinances and adopt
the updated and revised town Ordinances as specified in the blue insert of the Town Report.
Moved and seconded to waive the second reading of the article.
VOICE VOTE to waive second reading of the article vote: Approved
John Bush presented amendments to the section VII articles 8 and 10
Amend Article 8 to read as follows:
VII: 8. Penalties.
Any owner or keeper of a dog shall not permit the dog to act in such a fashion as to be a nuisance,
or menace or vicious to another person or dog as such terms are defined in RSA 466:31 and as
depicted in this ordinance. For any act constituting a violation of the parts of this ordinance relating
to RSA 466:31, said owner or keeper shall be subject to a penalty in accordance with RSA 466:31a.
Any owner or keeper found in violation of any provision of this ordinance for acts outside of those
reflected in RSA 466:31 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof may be
punished by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1000.00) and each day in violation shall
constitute as a separate offense.
Amend Article 10 by deleting the second paragraph in its entirety.
Adoption of the Amendment was moved and seconded.
Discussion: John Bush summarized RSA 466:31 referring to various ways dogs can be a nuisance
and reviewed the related fines, which have an initial fee and higher, subsequent fees for additional
offenses.
Mr. Bush wants the town ordinances to be in line with the state law, RSA 466:31. He proposed to
substitute state law for town ordinance.

Discussion followed regarding the question of the town adopting a stricter standard than the state
and the problems with dog waste.
Patty Cohen explained the difference between ordinances and regulations and how they created the
document to separate out the ordinances from the regulations, which had been combined in the old
document of 1979. The dog ordinances have not been changed, only described more clearly what
was in the old document that is over 30 years old.
Discussion was closed.

Mr. Bush read his amendment as stated above.
Amend Article 8 to read as follows:
VII: 8. Penalties.
Any owner or keeper of a dog shall not permit the dog to act in such a fashion as to be a nuisance,
or menace or vicious to another person or dog as such terms are defined in RSA 466:31 and as

depicted in this ordinance. For any act constituting a violation of the parts of this ordinance relating
to RSA 466:31, said owner or keeper shall be subject to a penalty in accordance with RSA466:3 1-a.

Any owner or keeper found in violation of any provision of this ordinance for acts outside of those
reflected in RSA 466:31 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof may be
punished by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1000.00) and each day in violation shall
constitute as a separate offense.
Moderator put the question as to Mr. Bush's Amendment, VII: 8. Penalties.
VOICE VOTE: too close to call.
VOTE BY HAND: Approved 56 to 54
The Moderator put the question as to Mr. Bushes' second amendment: Amend Article 10 by
deleting the second paragraph in its entirety as it repeats what was stated in first amendment.
VOICE VOTE: too close to call.
VOTE BY HAND: Approved
The Moderator announced that we have adopted the state law.
No Discussion
Question- to accept ordinances as amended.
VOICE VOTE: Approved
Moderator responded to a question, that yes, the town can impose a greater fine than the state.
ARTICLE XVIII: To hear the reports of agents, officers, committees, boards, and others heretofore
chosen and to pass any vote in relation thereto.
The moderator introduced Rodney Rowland, an expert in historical renovations on the refurbishment of
Town Hall. Rodney Rowland presented description of the proposal to refurbish town hall so as to restore
and maintain its historic exterior and interior as it is now on the historic register. The proposal also
includes improvement to make it energy efficient and bring it up to safety codes.
Rodney introduced Catherine Trueman, an Architect from Boston who specializes in historic preservation,
who is working with the renovation committee on the preliminary study to define scope of work and overall
plan.
Ms Trueman presented slides showing designs that would make the second floor usable for meetings.
The plans included issues regarding handicap accessibility, hazardous material; improving meeting room
capacity; improving energy efficiency; creating improved office space and preserve the unique tin ceiling
and walls in the Knights of Pythias Hall. She presented two designs for layouts of the first and second floor.
Mr. Rowland stated that work would begin in 2016. Exact cost is to be determined and will be funded by
bonds. Studies are needed to complete the next phases. They expect to get grants (such as LCHIP)to offset
costs.
Total costs between $1.4 and $1.55 million.
Question and answer period followed the presentation.
The Moderator asked for a vote on Article XV; see above.

ARTICLE XIX: To transact such other business as may legally come before the meeting.

Lorn Buxton expressed praise for town employees who have worked hard to keep expenditures
down.
Moderator Semprini noted: we have finest form of democracy — we have two contested races this
year.
Dave McGuckin asked the gathering to acknowledge by round of applause two people leaving
school board Gary Rumph and Heather Driscoll. A hearty response was given.
Leslie Parker recognized Sheri Becker for service as Supervisor of Check list.
Pam Cullen asked the gathering to acknowledge Bill Marshall, who has served as Town Treasurer
for 30 years. Mr. Marshall was not present to receive a gift from the town.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:18 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Priscilla Hodgkins
Town Clerk

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE
NEW HAMPSHIRE
TOWN OFFICIALS SURETY BONDS IN FORCE
NHMA PROPERTY /LIABILITY INSURANCE TRUST
Effective July 1, 2014

POSITION

AMOUNT

TAX COLEBC

TOR

$92,440

DEPUTY TAX COLLECTOR

$92,440

TREASURER

$114,438

DEPUTY

$114,438

ITRBASURER

TOWN CLERK

$39,690

DEPUTY TOWN CLERK

$39,690

TRUSTEES OF THEATRUST FUNDS (3)

$143,714

LIBRARY TRUSTEES (3)

$1,484

BOAT PERMIT FEE AGENTS (3)

$2,000

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
For fiscal year ending June 30, 2014
1. Town Hall, land and building
Furniture and Equipment (Map 13 Lot 8)
2. Rec Center Building plus out buildings & land
Furniture & Equipment (Map 5 Lot 13)
3. Municipal Safety Complex (Map 13 Lot 7)
Police Department Equipment/Vehicles
Fire Department Equipment/Vehicles

$

856,400
80,000
10,378,600
500,000
1,515,800
68,000
818,500

4. Highway Department Equipment/Vehicles

312,000

5. Water Supply Equipment
Infrastructure

10,633
460,178

6. Sewer Pump Stations
Infrastructure

432,000
900,844

7.

113,700
20,600

Islands: Long Rock & Mill (Map 8 Lot 11)
Birch
(Map 11 Lot 1)

8. Cemeteries:

Riverside (Map 15 Lot 10)

806,600

Frost (Map 18 Lot 54)

283,300

Prescott (Map 17 Lot 57)
Oceanside (Map 5 Lot 13 Sublot 1)
9. Other town owned lands and town buildings:
Pit Lane lot (Map 10 Lot 9 & Map 10 Lot 9 Sublot 1)
Town Landing, Laurel Lane (Map 11 Lot 30)
Sand Pit (Map 12 Lot 3)
Town garage, land, & cemetery (Map 17 Lot 56)
NC Historical Society Building & land (Map 17 Lot 58)
Land-Walbach (Map 19 Lot 01)
Land-Fort Point (Map 19 Lot 02 Sublot 1)
Other land (Map 16, Lot 50, 51)
___ Wentworth Road (Map 4 Lot 25)
ea

TOTAL

185,100
1,032,900

322,800
120,600
449,200
337,800
385,000
812,500
1,792,600
37,000
3,900

$23,036,555

TOWN OF
NEW CASTLE
NEW HAMPSHIRE

2015S WARRANT

FISCAL YEAR 2015/2016
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Town of New Castle

New Hampshire

Warrant and Budget

2015
To the inhabitants of the Town of New Castle in the County of Rockingham in the State of New Hampshire
qualified to vote in town affairs are hereby notified and warned of the Annual Town Meeting that will be held
as follows:
You are hereby notified to meet at the New Castle Recreation Center, Great Island Common, 301 Wentworth Road, in

said New Castle, on Tuesday, 12" of May 2015, to act upon Article I. The business session of the Annual Town Meeting

will commence at seven o’clock in the evening to act upon Articles I] through XVIII. The polls for the election of Town
Officers and Ballot Articles will open at nine o’clock in the forenoon and shall not be closed before seven o’clock in the
evening.

Article 1: Choose Town Officers

To choose all necessary Town Officers for the following year.

(ON THE BALLOT)

Article Il: Town Hall renovation and restoration

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Million, Five Hundred Thousand Dollars
($1,500,000) for the renovation and restoration of the Town Hall building; and to authorize the issuance of not more
than One Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,500,000) of bonds or notes in accordance with the provisions of
the Municipal Finance Act, RSA:33; to authorize the Select Board to apply for, obtain and accept, federal, state or
other grants or aid, if any, which may be available for said project and to comply with all laws applicable to said
project; and to authorize the Town officials to issue, negotiate, sell and deliver said bonds or notes and to determine
the rate of interest thereon and the maturity and other terms thereof; and to authorize the Select Board to take any
other action or to pass any other vote relative thereto.

(2/3 ballot vote required.)

Recommended by the Budget Committee and the Select Board

Article Ill: Operating budget

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the Budget Committee’s recommended operating budget in the
amount of $2,756,510 for the general operation of the Town.
Recommended by the Budget Committee and the Select Board

Article IV: Add funds to Vehicle and Equipment Trust Fund

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $132,000 to be added to the Vehicle and Equipment
Trust Fund previously established.
Recommended by the Budget Committee and the Select Board

Article V: Removal of hazardous materials

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000 for the purpose of mitigating and properly
disposing hazardous materials, including but not limited to asbestos and lead paint, from the Town Hall.
Recommended by the Budget Committee and the Select Board

Article Vi: Add funds to the New Castle Conservation Fund

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $12,525 to be added to the New Castle Conservation
Fund for the purpose of grant matching and conservation projects as proposed by the Conservation Commission.

Recommended by the Budget Committee and the Select Board

Article Vil: Donations to local non-profit agencies
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $13,000 to be used to pay Town donations to local
non-profit agencies as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

A Safe Place
Area Home Care & Family Services
CASA — Court Appointed Special Advocates
Child Advocacy Center
Child & Family Services

$ 500
Spice) 8)

6.
7.
8.
9.

Families First
McFarland Children’s Center
Meals on Wheels
Rockingham County Community Action

$ 1,000
$ 500
$ 1,500
$ 1,000

10. RSVP (Retired Senior Volunteer Program)
11. Seacoast Food Pantry

$ 1,000
SenLoU

12. Seacoast Mental Health Center

$ 1,500

13. Seacoast Visiting Nurses Association
14. Sexual Assault Support Services
15. Womanaid of Greater Portsmouth

$) »750
$750
$ 500

Recommended by the Budget Committee and the Select Board

$ 500
$ 1,500
SUE

Article Vill: Continued development of plans if Article Il fails

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $15,000 for the purpose of continuing development of
detailed plans and cost estimates for appropriate historic preservation and energy efficient repairs to assure the
structural integrity of Town Hall. (Note: IfARTICLE II should pass, then this article will be withdrawn.) This is a
special warrant article.
Recommended by the Budget Committee and the Select Board

Article IX: Establish a contingency fund
To see if the Town will vote to establish a contingency fund for the current year for unanticipated expenses that may
arise and further to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000 to go into the fund. This sum to come from taxation.
Any appropriation left in the fund at the end of the year will lapse to the general fund.
Recommended by the Budget Committee and the Select Board

Article X: Archiving of historical documents
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $15,000 for the purpose of organizing, cataloging,
and archiving historical documents pertaining to the Town of New Castle in accordance with NH RSA 33-A:3-a
Disposition and Retention Schedule.

Recommended by the Budget Committee and the Select Board

Article XI: Withdraw from Southeast Regional Refuse Disposal District 53-B
Shall the Town of New Castle authorize the Select Board to withdraw the Town from the Southeast Regional Refuse
Disposal District 53-B effective June 30, 2015? Said action has been found by the Select Board to be in the best
interest of the Town of New Castle. (Majority vote required)

Article Xll: Establish

a Sidewalk Trust Fund

To see if the Town will vote to create a trust fund under the provisions of RSA 31:19, to be Known as the Sidewalk
Trust Fund, for the purpose of installing new municipal sidewalks and to authorize the Select Board to accept gifts,
legacies, devices, or grants, if any, which may be available for said purpose; to comply with all laws applicable; and
to be the Agents authorized to expend;. No public funds are to be solicited, appropriated, or accepted. (Majority vote
required)

Article Xill: Authorize management fees for Trust Funds

To see if the town will vote, pursuant to NH RSA 35:9-a-ll, to authorize the Trustees of Trust Funds to pay for capital
reserve fund investment management services, and any other expenses incurred, from capital reserve funds income.
No vote by the town to rescind such authority shall occur within five years of the original adoption of this article.
(Majority vote required)

Article XIV: Change the organization of the Fire Department

To see if the Town will vote to approve the following change to the organization of the Fire Department per RSA
154:1.
Change the organization from RSA 154:1-I(d) elected fire wards with a fire chief appointed by the fire wards and

firefighters appointed by the fire chief to RSA 154:1-I(a) a fire chief appointed by the local governing body with
firefighters appointed by the fire chief. Approval of this article will result in the fire chief reporting directly to the Select
Board. The change in form shall not take effect until one year following such vote. This is a petitioned warrant
article. (Majority vote required)

Article XV: Allow Select Board to acquire or sell land, buildings or both
To see if the town will vote to authorize the Select Board, pursuant to RSA 41:14-a, to acquire or sell land, buildings
or both, after receiving the recommendation of the Conservation Commission and the Planning Board and holding
two (2) advertised public hearings on the acquisition or sale. A petition signed by 50 voters shall cause sale or
acquisition to be placed on the Town Meeting Warrant prior to any sale or acquisition. This authority shall remain in
effect until specifically rescinded by the Town at a duly warned meeting. (Majority vote required)

Article XVI: Appoint

a CIP Committee

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to appoint a Capital Improvement Program Committee
under the provisions of RSA 674:5 to prepare and amend a recommended program of municipal capital improvement

projects. The Committee shall include at least one member of the planning board and may include but not be limited
to other members of the planning board, the budget committee, or the Town governing body. (Majority vote required)

Article XVII: Hear reports
To hear the reports of agents, officers, committees, boards, and others heretofore chosen and to pass any vote in
relation thereto.

Article XVIII: Transact other business

To transact such other business as may legally come before the meeting.

Given under our hand and seal this 28" day of April, in the year of our Lord, Two Thousand and Fifteen.
A true copy of warrant — attest

David MeGueki

Member
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THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
TOWN OF NEW CASTLE
TOWN WARRANT FOR 2015

We hereby certify that we gave notice to the inhabitants within named, to meet at the time and place and
for the purpose within mentioned, by posting an attested copy of the within Warrant at the place of
meeting within named and a like attested copy at the Post Office and Town Hall, both being a public
place in said Town of New Castle.

Patricia Scholz-Cohen, Chairwoman
~

Lorn Buxton

enka

Ve YADA

David McGuckin
Select Board

Town of New Castle, NH

April 28, 2015

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
FY2014 ASSESSED VALUATION REPORT
LAND AND BUILDINGS:
Value of Land Only
Current Use
Conservation Restriction
Discretionary Easement RSA 79-C
Discretionary Preservation Easement RSA 79-D
Residential
Commercial/Industrial

NUMBER
OF ACRES

9.08 $
163
14.52
9,174
187.6
387
0
0
304.08
378,224,800
10.05
15,862,000

339.49
124.04

Total of Taxable Land

Tax Exempt/Non-Taxable
Value of Buildings Only:

ASSESSED
VALUATION

394,096,524
43,803,200
196,318,600
51,215,200

Residential
Commercial/Industrial

Total Taxable Buildings
Tax exempt & non -taxable bldgs
Public Utilities: Electric
Mature Wood and Timber

247,533,800
9,696,900
1,283,100

Valuation Before Exemptions
Blind Exemption (1)
Elderly Exemptions (7)
Deaf Exemption

642,913,424
50,000
1,425,000

1,475,000

TOTAL DOLLAR OF EXEMPTIONS
NET VALUATION FOR MUNICIPAL, COUNTY &
LOCAL EDUCATION TAX RATE COMPUTATION
Less Public Utilities

NET VALUATION FOR STATE
EDUCATION TAX

$640,155,324
387

TAX CREDITS:
Totally & Permanently Disabled Veterans
their spouses and widows ($2,000 each)
Other War Service Credits RSA 72:28 ($500) (68)

TOTAL NUMBER AND AMOUNT

$641,438,424
1,283,100

(68)

18

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
2014 TAX RATE CALCULATION

Gross Appropriations
Less:
Less:

Revenues
Shared Revenues

---Municipal Portion--$ 2,808,983
1,390,437

Add: Overlay
Add: War Service Credits

Net Town Appropriation
Special Adjustment
Approved Town/City Tax Effort
Municipal Tax Rate

Net Local School Budget
Regional School Apportionment
Less: Adequate Education Grant
State Education Taxes
Approved School Tax Effort
Local Education Tax Rate

1,461,080

IAA.

---School Portion--2,078,082
0
0
(1,441,480)
636,602

0.99

---Education Tax---

Equalized Valuation (no util) X $2.480
1,441,480
581,242,066
Divide by Local Assessed Valuation (no utilities)
640,155,324
State Education Tax Rate

---County Portion--691,444

Due to County
Less:

Dane

Shared Revenues

Approved County Tax Effort
County Tax Rate

691,444

$

$

Combined Tax Rate

Total Property Taxes Assessed
Less: War Service Credits
Add: Village District Commitment(s)
Total Property Tax

Commitment

4,230,606
(34,000)
0
$ 4,196,606

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NH
TRUST FUNDS
STATEMENT

OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS

For Fiscal Year Ended 30 Jun 2014

PRINCIPAL

Marchand
Sewer
Library
Cemetery Maint
Special Education
School Tuition
Vehicle & Equipment
School Bldg
Water

BALANCE
30 Jun 13

$7,013.00
$325,685.00
$9,500.00
$206,200.00
$87,252.00
$53,382.00
$158,654.00
$2,185.00
$0.00

RECEIVED
FUNDS

BALANCE
DISPURSED

$765.00

$0.00

$12,556.00

($185,753.00)

$0.00

$0.00

$19,700.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00
$121,000.00
$25,000.00

($30,000.00)
($113.300.00)
($12.775.00)

$127,500.00

$0.00

30 Jun 14

$7,778.00
$152,488.00
$9,500.00
$225,900.00
$87,252.00
$23,382.00
$166,354.00
$14,410.00
$127,500.00

TOTAL PRINCIPAL
——_ ee

ee

eee

ee ee

eee

ee

eee

eee

ee ee

wee

eee

eee eee

INCOME
Marchand
Sewer
Library
Cemetery Maint
Special Education
School Tuition
Vehicle & Equipment
School Bldg
Water

$1,250.00
$111,787.00
$614.00
$17,577.00
$40,635.00
$13,818.00
$626.00
$3.00
$0.00

TOTAL INCOME

$186,310.00

TOTAL

$1,623.00

$0.00

$706.00

$0.00

$771.00

$0.00

$6.00

$0.00

$426.00

$0.00

$566.00
$117,062.00
$307.00
$20,024.00
$42,258.00
$14,524.00
$1,397.00
$9.00
$426.00

$11,753.00

($1,490.00)

$196,573.00

$318,274.00

($343,318.00)

$81.00

$5,275.00

($765.00)

$0.00

$118.00

($425.00)

$2,747.00

($300.00)
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TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT (MS-61)
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2014
LEVY ‘FOR.
2014
2013
UNCOLLECTED TAXES:
Property Taxes
This Years' New Credits
TAXES COMMITTED THIS YEAR:

PRIOR YEAR LEVIES
2012
2011

($9,448.65)

Property Taxes

$ 4,046,066.00

OVERPAYMENTS:
Property Taxes
Abatements by Check
Interest Collected on Delinquent Taxes

Credits Refunded

S09219

$

9,448.65

TOTAL DEBITS

$ 4,049,958.19

REMITTED TO TREASURER:
Property Taxes
Interest/penalties
Conversion to Liens
ABATEMENTS:
Abatements
UNCOLLECTED TAXES AT 6/30/13
Property Taxes

$ 4,040,772.00
3,892.19

5,294.00

TOTAL CREDITS

$ 4,049,958.19

2014

2013

UNREDEEMED LIENS
LIENS EXECUTED:
Unredeemed liens balance beg of FY
Liens executed during FY
Interest & Costs
Unredeemed Elderly Liens beg of FY
Elderly Liens Executed during FY

$

2011

4,214.79
209.48
3,486.00

$

21,510.00

$

7,910.27

$

21,510.00

$

4,214.79
209.48

3,486.00

$

21,510.00

7,910.27

$

21,510.00

$3,486.00

TOTAL LIEN DEBITS

$

3,486.00

REMITTED TO TREASURER:
Redemptions
Interest & Costs
Abatements of Unredeemeed Liens
Unredeemed Liens End of FY

Unredeemed Elderly Liens End of FY

TOTAL CREDITS

2012

3,486.00

$

.

$
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3,486.00

$

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
PUBLIC LIBRARY
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
AND DISBURSEMENTS
Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2014

CASH ON HAND 6/30/2013:

21,458.93

RECEIPTS:
Town Appropriations:
School Appropriations:
Designated Gifts:
Donations:
Investments:
Other:

$61,345.00
3,000.00
2,102.00
L5al3.135
429.63
263.50

TOTAL RECEIPTS:

$82,271.48

DISBURSEMENTS:
Books and Audio:
Videos:
Children’s Books:
Periodicals and Newspapers:
Payroll & Payroll Taxes:
Software, Hardware & Support:
Operations:
Program & Professional Expenses:
Other:

4,849.05
DRT
1,583.54
1,110.38
51,049.60
1,450.00
8,441.40
Te7ooel
160.00

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS:

T2552

NET DECREASE IN CASH:

9,316.25

CASH ON HAND 6/30/2014:

30,775.18
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TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
REPORT OF THE TREASURER
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2014

The following is the balance of all accounts in the custody of the Treasurer
as of June 30, 2014

GENERAL

FUND:

Checking Account
Recreation Fund
Conservation Funds

DEPARTMENT

OF PUBLIC

$
$
$

1,025,411.15
5751548
58,652.70

$
$

40,241.42
281,007.27

WORKS:

Water
Sewer
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REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR
The well-used adage: “History is written by the victors” has been attributed to English Prime
Minister Winston Churchill, German philosopher Walter Benjamin, and Alex Haley, author of
Roots, among others. The lack of an unquestionable source for a quote about the reliability of
written records has a piquant irony.
As Town Clerk my prime directive is to keep accurate records for the Town of New Castle. The
assortment of records includes Department of Motor Vehicle data for over 1,000 automobiles; vital
statistics for births, deaths and marriages; and minutes for about a dozen town committees. That's a
lot of information and each page presents multiple opportunities for error.
While researching my family tree I discovered that I was connected to the founding family of
Ipswich, Massachusetts led by William Hodgkins. I needed to verify information about my father's
grandfather, William Emmett Hodgkins, to complete the link. I went to the town where he grew up
in Vermont, met the local Town Clerk, who was also the local historian. She very kindly put a
Rolodex of records in front of me. I found William Emmett Hodgkins, my link to the excellent
founding father of Ipswich: Birthdate: 6/17/1894 - Adopted. My connection to a footnote in history
disappeared with one word typed on a Rolodex card. Could it have been a mistake? It was, after all,
only one word.

Records are as reliable as the people who create them. I am happy to say that the people here in
New Castle who take minutes at committee meetings and enter data into official databases for cars
and vital statistics are careful auditors of their own work. Churchill, Benjamin and Haley would say
they are the victors. We all hope so.

Respectfully submitted,
Priscilla Hodgkins
Town Clerk and Tax Collector
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TREASURER’S REPORT
This is my first report to you as Treasurer having been elected in May 2014. Bill Marshall was
our Treasurer for 23 years and I served as his Deputy Treasurer for the past 2 years. Once he was
comfortable I could handle the responsibility, Bill graciously turned over the duty to me. The
position of Treasurer is a yearly elected position and 1s on the ballot.
The Treasurer is responsible for the custody, deposit and disbursement of all town funds, an
ongoing task. Deposit from all departments are made every week, payroll is disbursed every other
week as are accounts payable. It’s the Treasurer’s duty to keep all records up to date and ensure all
accounts are correctly balanced. Since the beginning of the fiscal year all the treasurer’s records are
now compiled using computer generated reports. This enables us to share information easily and
ensures more accurate and efficient record keeping.
In 2014, the town introduced a Point of Sale (POS) computer system at the Great Island
Common which, for the first time, creates a very accurate accounting of all revenue. During the
five months the gate house is staffed, the POS system generates a printed daily record, all to the
satisfaction and pleasure of our town auditor. The town thanks Ken McDonald for his research and
implementation of this valuable tool.
Another duty of the Treasurer is to manage and invest town funds in appropriate investment
vehicles allowed by NH RSA. In years past we’ve deposited excess funds in the New Hampshire
Public Deposit Investment Pool (PDIP) and TD Bank North Investment Pool, but with interest rates
at historic lows these accounts were closed in 2014. As safe investment opportunities become
available we will always look to earning interest on our funds.
The day to day operation of accounts receivable and payable continue to run smoothly thanks to
our outstanding accountant, Debra Knowles. During this next year we will institute a new
accounting system to replace our existing software that is over 10 years old and very much
outdated.

From the first time
ago, I felt the calming
Great Island is to call
and I look forward to

I drove over the bridges and causeway along the river, well over thirty years
effect of the water, the islands, and immediately saw how special a place our
home. We live in a community of fine people amongst lovely surroundings,
many years of service to New Castle as your Treasurer.

Respectfully submitted,
Thomas Smith
Treasurer
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

REPORT

The New Castle Police Department would like to welcome its newest officers to the department.
Officer Cody Lightfoot is our newest full time officer. Officer Theodore Hartmann is a part timer
who is still currently working for the Greenland Police Departmentwhere he’s been for the last few
years. Officer Sean Welch, who is a part timer for us, works full time with the Wakefield Police
Department. The newest member part time member is Officer Kevin McGee.
As warmer weather approaches, we continue to make our top priority motor vehicle
enforcement. We ask you to take your time, obey the posted speed limit signs, and to be ever
watchful for walkers, joggers and bicyclists on the road. Our narrow and winding roads are always
a safety concern.

As a friendly reminder, make sure to fill out a vacation house check request when going away,
please lock your vehicles and homes when not around. The New Castle Police Department wishes
you a safe and enjoyable summer.
Respectfully submitted,
Chief Donald A. White Jr.

Police Chief

POLICE DEPARTMENT
911 Hang up calls
Drug violations
Accidents/bicycles
DWI
Arrest
Animal control incidents
Found/lost property
Assist non-police dept.
Assist other police dept.
Assist town hall
Assist DPW
Motor veh complaints
Parking complaints
Parking tickets
Criminal mischief
Road hazard
Dept. business/court
Directed patrol
Disturbance
Traffic stops

2013 STATISTICS
16
l
2
2
ip
81
26
32
61
ip:
68
Lp
40
D7],
2
28
287
ay
l
134

Abandoned autos
Accident - Hit & run
Accidents
Alarms
Assist motor vehicle
Follow-up
Assist citizens
Intoxicated subject
Assist fire department
Juvenile offenses
Missing person
Bldg/property check
Parking enforcement
Incidents
Criminal trespass
Suspicious activity
School crossing
Theft
Traffic enforcement
Well-being checks
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2
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45
163
4
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ANIMAL CONTROL —- POLICE DEPARTMENT
Licensed fees remitted to the Treasurer

-

$423

Fiscal year amount received

-

$423

ROAD

AGENT

REPORT

The winter of 2014 was a difficult time for snow removal as we had many snow storms in
January and February. We regret the problem of snow being pushed off the roads onto private
property but with narrow roads this is a necessary process.
Summer brought ongoing road work, mixed in with fence repair, and making sure the bushes and
shrubs are trimmed back for sight distance.

Looking forward to paving town roads and streets in 2015, and the constant maintenance of town
fences.
Respectfully submitted,
Stephen Tabbutt
Road Agent
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FIRE DEPARTMENT/EMERGENCY

MANAGEMENT

REPORT

2014 was a successful year for the Fire Department. The men and women of the department, (11
Firefighters, 7 EMTs, 5 EMT/FF), successfully fulfilled 169 calls for service, including 88 calls for
Emergency Medical Aid and 7 Mutual Aid response calls to Portsmouth, York, Kittery, and the US
Coast Guard. There were 51 Weekend and Holiday calls which accounted for 30% of the
department’s total calls.
The majority of all call response times (63%) were between 2 and 6 minutes. Response time is
defined as, “How quickly the apparatus and firefighters get to the incident”. The overall average for
NCED call response times in 2014 was 3 to 4 individuals arriving onsite within 6 to 8 minutes. The
goal as determined by the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) is a minimum of 6
individuals arriving at the incident within 10 minutes.
More than five hundred (500) man-hours of weekly Firefighter / EMS joint training were
conducted during Monday night exercises. One Monday per month, excluding Federal Holidays,
volunteers were dedicated to equipment checks and maintaining fire apparatus. The department
also participated in two (2) major shipboard fire drills at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in support
of the U.S. Navy’s submarine fire-fighting initiatives, and, one (1) joint training exercise with the
Rye Fire Department at Fort Stark. In addition, several hundred personal hours were spent
acquiring and maintaining mandatory individual NH State Certifications.
Emergency Medical Training was held on the third Wednesday night of each month. In
addition, individual members attended classes sponsored by the New Hampshire Fire and EMS
Academy, and the Seacoast Chief Fire Officer’s Mutual Aid District Training Program throughout
the year.
Recruiting and retention has declined with fewer individuals attending training exercises and
responding to calls for service. Unfortunately this may have an adverse effect to the residents in
town by extending the call response time for Fire, Rescue, Hazardous Conditions, and potentially
Emergency Medical Aid events. To counteract this impending problem, the department has
proposed an Incentive and Retention Program to retain and attract volunteers by implementing
Weekend and Holiday Station Coverage. This program would insure continued top-quality service
New Castle residents expect.
The town still lacks sufficient water volume to battle a fully involved fire. The water main
system is insufficient in many areas including Main Street, a major portion of Wentworth Road,
Beach Hill Road and Wild Rose Lane. To limit the dangers of the inadequate water supply
throughout the town, in 2011 Chief Blanding replaced the outdated Engine 2 with the state of the art
Engine 4, equipped with a compressed air foam system (CAFS) which can extinguish fires in onethird the time while using less than one-third the water. While this innovative technology helps the
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residents of New Castle it does not eliminate reality; Wild Rose Lane has virtually no water volume
available for firefighting purposes and the inadequate water pipes require replacement.

The Firewards wish to thank the volunteer members of the NCFD, Chief Dave Blanding and
Deputy Chief Mark Wooley for their expertise, dedication and commitment to the Town of New
Castle.
Respectfully submitted,
Dennis G. Dinsmore
Fireward Chairman
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REPORT OF THE PLANNING BOARD
Looking back over the Town Reports from the past few years, I am struck by how active they
were for the Planning Board. Well, after several years of vigorous activity, the Planning Board
experienced a comparatively uneventful 2014.
The year had an interesting kick off however. At the January meeting, a representative from
AT&T appeared before the Board to get a sense of the Town’s position on having a new cell tower
in New Castle. After much discussion of possible locations, the board strongly requested that
AT&T first investigate if they could co-locate with the existing TMobile tower in the church
steeple. After this first encounter, the AT&T representative did not return to further the process.

The majority of the applications
renovations or additions within the
Planning Board approval for a new
system in the other. In both cases,

in 2014 involved Conditional Use Permits needed for minor
wetlands or tidal setbacks. In addition, applicants sought
leach field in one case, and replacement of a failing septic
protection of the nearby wetlands was paramount.

There were a few issues that took the Planning Board in different directions. For one, Henry’s
Market had an interest in obtaining a wine and beer license and approached the Select Board about
writing to the State on their behalf. This prompted the Select Board to request from the Planning
Board, a review of all of the various approvals that had been given to Henry’s Market since its
inception. This required pouring through numerous past minutes of both the Planning Board and
the ZBA. The resulting report revealed some instances where the business had slipped in
compliance and efforts were made immediately to remedy the situation.
As in most years, there were personnel changes on the Planning Board in 2014. The Select
Board reshuffled some of their liaison duties resulting in long-term Planning Board member, Patty
Cohen, stepping off for other duties while turning her seat over to Lorn Buxton. Lorn, no novice to
the land use boards, started his town service years ago on the Planning Board, followed by stints on
the ZBA and Historic District Commission. The current Planning Board welcomed him back in
June with great appreciation for his depth of experience and expertise.
At the September meeting, the Chair announced the sudden passing of Planning Board member
and ZBA Chair, Ned Robinson. His legally-trained mind and his propensity towards careful
research on a variety of topics has been sorely missed, as has his sound judgment and good nature.
The board was very lucky to find another trained lawyer, community member Margaret Sofio, who,
in November, agreed to fill Ned’s spot on the Planning Board and serve as liaison to the ZBA.
As a final note, thanks and gratitude goes out to all of the Planning Board members and
alternates who served in 2014: Lorn Buxton, David Houston, Eric Katz, David McArdle, Kate
Murray and Margaret Sofio. A very special thanks goes to our stalwart secretary, Sue Lucius, who
so capably captures in words our sometimes lengthy and convoluted meetings and have them make
sense. And as always, we tip our hat to the cornerstone of the whole operation, Pam Cullen.
Respectfully submitted,
Darcy Horgan, Chairwoman
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HISTORIC COMMISSION REPORT
The directive of the New Castle Historic District
buildings and the historic architectural landscape of
the Citizens of the Town in recognition of the value
Commission meets the first Thursday of each month
of visits before the Commission.

Commission is "To preserve and protect the
the Historic District" and was established by
and importance of preserving our heritage. The
to enforce this ordinance. There are two types

Work Session: is an informal dialogue about a proposed change to a building in the District.
These session are very, very important and helpful in making sure the next step, Public Hearing,
goes well. The Commission strongly encourages all applicants to hold a work session.
Public Hearing: this is the formal vote on the proposed application that has to be properly
announced to abutters and in the newspaper. Only minor changes can be made to a plan in order for
a successful hearing. That is why the work session is so important.
The Commission takes its job very seriously and welcomes comment and feedback on changes
to the ordinance or on proposed projects in the District. The Chair is willing to discuss potential
applications with homeowners to help them understand the process and identify the key materials
that must be presented.

Respectfully submitted,
Rodney Rowland
Chair

a)

REPORT OF THE ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
New Hampshire state law provides that a town, such as New Castle, may adopt zoning
ordinances, and further provides that “zoning ordinances shall be designed:
(a) To lessen congestion in the streets;
(b) To secure safety from fires, panic and other dangers;
(c) To promote health and the general welfare;
(d) To promote adequate light and air;
(e) To prevent the overcrowding of land;
(f) To avoid undue concentration of population;
(g) To provide the adequate provision of transportation, solid waste facilities, water, sewage,
schools, parks, child day care;
(h) To assure proper use of natural resources and other public requirements;
(1) To encourage the installation and use of solar, wind or other renewable energy systems and
protect access to energy sources by the regulation of orientation of streets, lots and buildings;
establishment of maximum building height, minimum setback requirements, and limitations on
type, height, and placement of vegetation, and encouragement of the use of solar skyspace
easements under RSA477.

Zoning ordinances may establish buffer zones or additional districts which overlap existing
districts and may further regulate the planting and trimming of vegetation on public and private
property to protect access to renewable energy systems.” [NHRSA 674:17]
Of course, there are many unique circumstances that residents often feel should allow exceptions to
the general rules of the New Castle Zoning Ordinances. Consequently, RSA Section 674:33
provides that among other powers the zoning board of adjustment has the power to “authorize upon
appeal in specific cases, a variance from the terms of the zoning ordinance” if the applicant
demonstrates that the applicant’s proposal meets the five criteria for a variance set forth in the
NHRSA 674:33, see also Section 10.5 of our Zoning Ordinance.
Our volunteer board heard and voted on seven cases in 2014. A complete list of cases and the
minutes of each meeting of the ZBA is available on the town of New Castle website at:
http://www.newcastlenh.org/Pages/NewCastleNH_ZBAMin/

Unfortunately, our two-term chairman, Ned Robinson, passed away in 2014. We will miss
Ned’s dedication, intellect and good nature.

The chair wishes to thank Mr. Robinson, Russ Cox,

Mark Gardner, Don Moore, Will Smith and Susan Stetson for their service to the town and their
contributions to the ZBA. The Board also wishes to extend its appreciation to Terry Barnes and
Donald Graves, New Castle Building Inspectors, Pam Cullen, and, our secretary, Anita Colby, for
their help, which has been given to the ZBA throughout the year. In 2015, we will welcome John
Fitzpatrick and Margaret Sofio as new additions to the board. We look forward to a productive
year.
Respectfully submitted,
Todd Baker
Interim Chair
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NOTICE REGARDING RSA 674:39-aa
Restoration of Involuntarily Merged lots
If you own real estate lots that were involuntarily merged by municipal action, you may be able to
have those lots restored to their pre-merged status.
Your property may qualify if two or more lots were merged for zoning, assessing, or taxation
purposes and the merger occurred:
During your ownership, without your consent; or
Prior to your ownership, if no previous owner consented to the merger.
To restore your property to pre-merger status, you must:

Make a request to the local governing body no later than December 31, 2016

Once restored:
Your properties will once again become separate lots; however, they must still conform to
applicable land use ordinances. Restoration does not cure non-conformity.
Read the full statute at RSA 674:39-aa
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CONSERVATION

COMMISSION

The members of the Conservation Commission have accomplished a great deal in 2014 with the
support of residents, the state and non-profit conservation groups:
¢ We brought understanding and smiles to the faces of Trefethen school children and their
teachers by involving them in many conservation projects on the island;
¢ We detangled parts of the Common and Lavenger Creek restoring native vegetation,
improving water flow, and opening up some really great views;
¢ We designed and implemented the New Castle ordinance on fertilizer use, and continued to
bolster and support our Lawns to Lobsters Program;
* We completed a conservation plan to preserve and protect one of the highest value natural
resources on New Castle, Lavenger Creek;
¢ We continued to work on our High Value Natural Resource Document creating a resource
for the Conservation Commission and other land use boards.
These projects were made possible by informed supportive people working together. Healthy
wetlands and marshes, and the native plants that thrive there, provide habitat for biodiversity and act
as filters for our ground and surface waters. Water quality is the lynchpin to maintaining our
quality of life, our enjoyment of our surroundings and preserving the reasons we choose to make
New Castle our home.
Fertilizer Ordinance and Lawns to Lobsters

In May of 2014, the residents of New Castle voted overwhelmingly to reduce the flow of
nitrogen into the waterways surrounding the Island by enacting a fertilizer ordinance. The
ordinance 1s the first of its kind in the State of New Hampshire. The Town decided to require that
any fertilizer used on the island contain a minimum of 50% slow release nitrogen components and
that the phosphorus content be less than 2%.
In an effort to inform citizens, landscapers and others who may use fertilizer, New Castle

Conservation Commission is continuing its very successful Lawns to Lobsters Program. Lawns to
Lobsters is a program that provides information and promotes awareness and advocacy around
reducing pollution going into our waters. It is a common sense approach to having a beautiful lawn
without harming the ocean or tidal rivers. Those who agree to the Lawns to Lobsters pledge get a
decal and a sign (for a $5 donation) for their lawn. As part of signing the pledge, the homeowner
voluntarily adopts best management practices for lawn care and receives tips on landscaping and
ways to minimize fertilizer applications. Contact the Commission at ncconservation’@gmail.com
for more information and to sign up today.
The Common

The Commission continued to expand restoration efforts and ecological enhancement at the
Great Island Common this year. In the Pitch Pine Barren, young sapling trees are starting to grow
and thrive, the dunes are protecting our beach thanks to continued growth of dune grass in the area,
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and Bull Toad Pond, a rare ecosystem, continues to improve as a healthy habitat for native plants
and wildlife.

The battle continues against invasive plants on the land bordering Oceanside Cemetery and the
southern boundary of the Common. These areas had become overgrown with invasive plants such
as multi-flora rose and bittersweet. Many native trees, shrubs, and ground covers were already
killed or were being threatened by these plants.
In an effort to encourage treatment of invasive plants throughout the Town, the Commission
expanded its collaboration with the Department of Public Works, the Great Island Garden Club, the
Historical Society, the Cemetery Committee and citizens of the town who sought assistance.
Salt Marsh Restoration

& Education and Outreach

In 2014, the Commission developed a conservation plan for Lavenger Creek. Lavenger Creek is
the Island’s largest contiguous wetland area providing habitat for a significant number of birds,
animals, and aquatic life. Part of the conservation plan includes restoration efforts. These efforts
involve removing invasive species and restoring water flow. Work commenced in 2014 to remove
Phragmities on the southeastern side of the marsh. The conservation and the restoration plan is a
multiyear project spear headed by your Conservation Commission.
The students at the Trefethen School will have an opportunity to visit the Lavenger Creek salt
marsh during the restoration to participate in the effort. On site they will learn about the steps taken
to restore the salt marsh and the importance of the salt marsh to the ecosystem of New Castle.
The Green Team

Commission and Green Team members logged many hours of volunteer time at the
Lavenger Creek Marsh, and River Road Marsh in 2014.

Common,

During 2014, the NCCC reviewed many wetlands applications as part of the town's process for
residents wishing to embark on major landscaping or construction projects within the protected
wetlands and shorelands. The Commission works with residents and guides them through the Town
and State regulations.
The hard working members of the Conservation team are to be commended for their dedication
to the cause of protecting and preserving the natural resources of the island.

Respectfully submitted,
Bill Stewart
Chairman
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WATER & SEWER COMMISSION
As you are aware, in recent years, the cost of water and sewage disposal has been on the rise.
The New Castle the Water and Sewer Commission (a division of the Dept. of Public Works),
diligently tries to keep these fees as low as possible, but the greatest factor in the costs is beyond
our control--namely the fact that we must pay Portsmouth for our water and disposal of sewage.
The costs needed by Portsmouth to continue to offer clean water and waste disposal may soon have
to be increased; and so, the cost to our residents will obviously have to be raised proportionately.

Bills are issued every fourth month: April, August, and December. The bills are based on the
number of "units" used. Each unit equals 748 Gals. A "minimum charge" of 20 units applies to all
accounts. As of this writing, the minimum charge for 20 units of water is $58.80 (20X$2.94), and
for 20 units of sewer it is $223.80. (20X$11.19). Every unit beyond the minimum is charged at the
same rate for both water and sewer.
The water and sewer commission has been working on a new billing system to lower the
minimum units and the minimum charge for water and sewer to a flat rate usage which will reflect a
tiered system~ thus charging everyone a flat rate for the overhead charge and a charge for the actual
units of water and sewer used. The less units of water and sewer you use, the less you will pay.
The more you use, the more you will pay. This will be closer to the same system Portsmouth bills
their residences for water and sewer.
Hopefully, by the August billing period of this year, we will
have the new system ready to bill without the 20 unit minimum charge. This will make billing
fairer across the board for all households.

Despite the frigid winds coming from Siberia this winter, we have only had one town waterline
freeze on Atkinson Street. Thankfully, we have Steve and Chris on the job to make sure the repairs
were taken care of. When you see them, thank them for doing such a good job!
In driving around town and speaking to people, it appears that a number of people took a proactive approach to avoid waterline freezes in their homes while away for the winter. They installed
temperature sensors that would either force a light to turn on at a window or some type of alarm to
be set off. This is a smart move to prevent possible damage caused by burst pipes.
We have experienced less of a grease build-up problem in our pumping stations since the
Wentworth by the Sea installed an additional grease trap prior to discharging into the towns sewer
lines. We thank them for their help in reducing this grease problem in our pumping stations. When
you pour cooking grease down your kitchen drain, it is in liquid form. First, this coats the town's
pipes, and then it accumulates and breaks off into large chunks that block the sewer discharge
pumps at our sewer pumping stations. It is very expensive to steam clean and correct the problem
each time it occurs. We, the commission, encourage all residences to please pour your grease into a
can and refrigerate it until it becomes solid, then place it into the trash.
As usual this time of year, we would like to remind all residents that it is illegal to pump water
from your sump pumps into the town sewer. We will be doing spot checks in the basements of our
New Castle residences to verify there are no sump pumps hooked up into our sewer system. Please
cooperate with our representatives when they call or knock on your door to check your basement
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sump pump discharge hookup. New Castle has to pay the city of Portsmouth a very high sewer rate
for each cubic foot of sump water discharged into the system. It is evident that we are paying for
more cubic feet of sewer discharge to the city of Portsmouth than the amount of water we are
purchasing. With the anticipated increases in the sewer rates to Portsmouth, this is a major extra
expense to the town.

We are still in discussion with the City of Portsmouth with regard to taking over the New Castle
water and sewer systems. This has been a very slow process, but we will alert you of any progress
in the Island Items.

The Water and Sewer Commission meets at 3:00 PM in the town hall on the second Wednesday
of each month. These meeting are open to the public.

Respectfully submitted,

Walter Liff
Chairman

Other members of the Water and Sewer Commission are:
John Ireland Co-Chair, Selectman David McGuckin, Norm Houle, Walter Glidden, Reg Whitehouse
and Chet Fessenden.
A special thank you for Pam Cullen acting secretary taking minutes at the meetings and to Debra
Knowles our town accountant for billing and payments.
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LIBRARY TRUSTEES’ REPORT
With the completion of our refurbishing last year we have been able to focus full energy on
programs and materials. A typical month sees the Library and Library Director involved in a
variety of activities and programs.
Library Book Group for adults on the 1*' Wednesday of each month
Children’s Story and Tea Time on Thursdays at 9:30am
Children’s Story Hour each Saturday at 10am
Drop in for a Stitch Knitting Group every Tuesday at 3pm
Children’s Book Discussions, after school monthly
Halloween Story Time for preschoolers
Holiday Open Houses for families with crafts and snacks
Holiday Tea for adults
Mahjong regularly on Friday afternoons
Writing Workshops
These activities provide opportunities for learning and enjoyment to patrons of all ages and they
invariably lead to an increase in circulation of our collection.
Our public library also serves as the school library, working closely with MHT to provide
appropriate programming. The Director visits MHT each month to give book talks to the staff and
students. During the winter months the students visit the library each week for various programs
and book discussions. We take every opportunity to help our young people find books from which
they get pleasure and knowledge.
We maintain a variety of regular opportunities and activities. In addition to those already noted:

¢

¢

We have passes available to patrons for the Currier Museum of Art in Manchester, the MFA
in Boston, the Portland Art Museum, the Ogunquit Museum of American Art and the
Seacoast Science Center. These are great favorites of the citizens of New Castle.
The library is a member of NH Downloadable Books, which gives our patrons access to
more than 8,000 audio book titles and 8,000 eBook titles.

¢
¢
¢

In June and July the Library hosts a vibrant five-week Summer Reading Program for
children and grandchildren in the community.
We continue to display local artists’ work to enliven the Library and support our local talent.
Asa member of the NH library system we continue to make our collection available to other
folks in the state. This allows us, of course, to have a reciprocal arrangement where we can

¢

draw from the entire state collection to get the book you want.
We have a team of volunteers who offer invaluable service in helping provide you with the
reading and entertainment materials you seek at the Library.

With several years of our new software data available we can more carefully follow patronage
usage and frequency patterns. This means we are better able to focus our collection toward the areas
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of proven need and interest. Both our membership and circulation rates have shown increases again
this year.
The Library Board of Trustees regularly meets on the 3" Tuesday of the month at 1:30pm at the
Library. Our meetings are always open to New Castle residents. If you haven’t visited us lately,
please stop in and explore our collection and services.

Respectfully submitted,
Brad Greeley, Chair of the Library Trustees
Sandy DeSisto, Treasurer
Jenny Rosenson, Secretary
Anna Ambrogi, Alternate
Jane Finn, Alternate

CEMETERY

TRUSTEES REPORT

There were seven deaths in 2014 of current New Castle residents and another six

deaths of those who were former or part-time residents. There were five burials—two in
Riverside and three in Oceanside, including two deferred from 2013.

Buonanduci, Virginia (88) Riverside.
Caswell, Winifred

(97) April.

Goodman, Hugh (95) November.
Grote, Otto (83) November.
Harrington, Margaret (98) October. Riverside.
Hodgdon, John (96) January.
Kates, Joel (79) January.
Morgan, Joyce (88) April.
Munro, Carl (82) September.
O’Leary, Catherine (80) September.
Robinson, Edward “Ned” (75) September.
St. Germain, Philip (77) April. Oceanside
Udaloy, Judith (86) March.
White, Joan “Jody” (87) February.

There were three lots sales at Oceanside Cemetery in 2014. We encourage families to
plan ahead and to contact us about buying a lot. Lot sales are restricted to current and
former residents and long term Town employees and public service volunteers (see the
Cemeteries Rules and Regulations for details).
Respectfully submitted,
Jim Cerny
Terri Golter
Carol White
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BUILDING INSPECTOR’S REPORT
The New Castle Building Department continued with another busy year. A total of 194 permits
were issued in 2014.

The total revenue generated was $54,137 which represents a construction

value of $5,749,526.

A total of 235 inspections were performed including all building, electrical, plumbing,
mechanical, zoning, and conservation related issues. The following represents the disciplines in
which permits were issued:
Building related
Electrical
Mechanical

109
61
23

Plumbing related
Generators only
Demolition

30
1]
1

This year saw the addition of Terry Barnes as a second part time inspector so that there is now an
inspector available five days a week to better serve the community. Terry brings a wealth of
experience to the position and has proven to be a valuable addition.
The Building Inspectors’ office phone number is 603-431-6710 extension 15, and our office hours
and field inspection times are as follows:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:

Thursday:
Friday:

Office
Field
Office
Field
Office
Field
Office
Field
Office
Field
Office
Field

8:30 10:00
4:30 5:30 8:30 9:30 12:00
3:00 4:30 5:30 8:30 10:00

10:00am
- 11:30am
5:30pm
6:00pm
9:30am
10:30am
- 3:00pm
5:30pm
5:30pm
6:00pm
9:30am
- 11:30am

Respectively submitted,
Donald Graves
Building Inspector
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TRUSTEES OF THE TRUST FUNDS
The Town’s Trust Funds totaled $1,011,137 as of the fiscal year ending the 30" June 2014 and
$1,036,183 as of the fiscal year ending the 30" of June 2013. These totals represent the sum of nine
separate funds made up of permanent endowments, capital reserves, and temporary escrows
established by the town meeting votes, school board votes, gifts, and cemetery “right to inter”
purchases. By state law, the individual Trust Funds are maintained separately.
Earnings from the Cemetery Maintenance Trust Fund were transferred to principal or retained as
income in the Cemetery Maintenance Trust Fund. Funds from the other Trust Funds are disbursed
in accordance with the requirements of the establishing body for the particular trust Fund. During
the year a calculation was made for the Select Board that established the correct allocation of funds
between the Sewer Fund and the Water Fund. As a result of these calculations there were several
large fund transfers between these accounts.
The Provident Bank is no longer the only bank utilized by the Trustees as we determined that
both the Optima Bank and the Newburyport Savings Bank were offering higher interest rates on
their C/Ds with similar maturities. However, all three banks are conservatively managed and all of
our C/Ds are FDIC insured. As of the 30" of June 2014, the majority of funds were invested in
C/Ds with a small percentage invested in money market accounts. All C/Ds are of less than fiveyear duration, maturing between June of 2015 and June of 2019 with interest rates ranging from
.65% and 2.5%. Money Market accounts pay current rates.
The three Trustees meet as required for investment or disbursement purposes.
have any questions.

Respectfully submitted,
Peter Reed, Chair
Kathy Richards
David Borden
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Please call if you

Attachment 1 — Trust Fund Purpose, Type, Governing Body, Date
Established & Authorization
1. Marchand
a. Purpose - Acquire by purchase seeds, flowering plants, shrubs, bushes and trees to
be used only at the Great Island Common. No man-made construction authorized.
b. Non-expendable — Only income may be used for authorized expenditures. Any
accrued income not expended for a period of three (3) years shall become principal.
c. Governing body — Trustees of Trust Funds
d. Established 15 Nov 71
e. Authorized by the Andree Marchand will
2.

Sewer
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Purpose — Maintenance, repair and replacement of Sewer Department facilities
Expendable — Principal and income may be used for authorized expenditures
Governing body — Select Board
Established 12 May 09
Authorized by the passage of Article IX, at the 12 May 09 town meeting

3. Library
a. Purpose — Fund library activities
b. Expendable — Principal and income may be used for authorized expenditures
c. Governing body — Library Trustees
d. Established 31 Jan 67
e. Authorized by RSA Title XVI, Libraries, Ch, 202-A, Sec 202-A:22
4. Cemetery Maintenance
Purpose — Maintenance and repairs of Town owned cemeteries
Non-Expendable — Only income may be used for authorized expenditures.
Governing body - Cemetery Trustees
Established 27 Feb 1900

ono
op Authorized

by RSA Title

XX VI, Cemeteries; Burials; Dead Bodies, Ch 289,

Cemeteries, Cemetery Trustees, Sec 289:9

5. Special Education
a.
Purpose — Meeting the unanticipated expenses of educating educationally disabled
children.
Expendable — Principal and income may be used for authorized expenditures
Governing body — School Board
Established 12 Feb 02
Oo
OOS
Authorized by the passage of Article 2, at the 12 Feb 02 School District meeting
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School Tuition

a.

Purpose — Paying the regular tuition costs for unbudgeted students attending the Rye
Middle School and/or Portsmouth High School
b. Expendable — Principal and income may be used for authorized expenditures
c. Governing body — School Board
d. Established 09 Mar 05
e. Authorized by the passage of Article 4, at the 09 Mar 05 School District meeting

. Vehicle & Equipment
a. Purpose — Purchase of capital equipment (currently defined by the State as purchases
of $10,000 or more with a life expectancy of 5 years or longer) for the Police, Fire
and Public Works departments.
b. Expendable — Principal and income may be used for authorized expenditures
c. Governing body — Select Board
d. Established 13 May 97
e. Authorized by the passage of Article 10, at the 13 May 97 town meeting
School Building & Grounds
Purpose — Renovating, maintaining and performing professional studies of the
Maude H. Trefethen School.
Expendable — Principal and income may be used for authorized expenditures
Governing body — School Board
Established 11 Mar 09
Authorized by the passage of Article 4, at the 11 Mar 09 School District meeting

Purpose — Maintenance, repair and replacement of Water Department facilities
Expendable — Principal and income may be used for authorized expenditures
Governing body — Select Board
Established 12 May 09
Authorized by the passage of Article X, at the 12 May 09 town meeting
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SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST REPORT

Consisting of three elected members, the Supervisors of the Checklist are charged with oversight
of voter registration, serving as election officials and maintenance of the Town’s voter checklist.
Residents may register to vote with the Town Clerk during her normal business hours, or with
the Supervisors when they are at the Town Hall during an official State-mandated session. The
hours of these sessions are posted on the door of the Town Hall and announced in the Portsmouth
Herald.

In order to register to vote in New Castle, you must be a US citizen, 18 years of age or older, and
have New Castle as your domicile. You will be asked to show a photo ID with your date of birth on
it and proof of street address (not PO Box) such as found on a lease, utility bill or car registration.
Currently there are 934 registered voters on the New Castle checklist. Periodically the
Supervisors send out 30-day letters to persons on the checklist who have been reported or suspected
as having moved out of town. This activity serves to purge the checklist of outdated names and
keep it current. The Supervisors appreciate any input a resident may have of people whom they
know no longer reside in New Castle.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Mitchell
Darcy Horgan
Maggie Kennedy
Supervisors of the Checklist
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BIRTHS RECORDED IN NEW CASTLE
JANUARY 1, 2014 - DECEMBER 31, 2014

CHILD’S NAME

BIRTH DATE BIRTH PLACE

FATHER’S NAME

MOTHER’S NAME

Hope, Arthur Joseph

09/30/2014

Hope, Jeffrey

Hope Jayme

Dover, NH

DEATHS RECORDED IN NEW CASTLE
JANUARY 1, 2014 - DECEMBER 31, 2014*
NAME

OF DECEASED

DATE OF DEATH

PLACE OF DEATH

Kates, Joel
White, Joan

01/11/2014
02/07/2014

Portsmouth, NH
New Castle, NH

Udaloy, Judith
Morgan, Joyce

03/25/2014
04/30/2014

Portsmouth, NH
Portsmouth, NH

Munro, Carl
Robinson, Edward

09/01/2014
09/10/2014

New Castle, NH
Portsmouth, NH

11/28/2014

New Castle, NH

Goodman, Hugh

MARRIAGES RECORDED IN NEW CASTLE
JANUARY 1, 2014 -—- DECEMBER 31, 2014
GROOM’S NAME

BRIDE’S NAME

DATE

LOCATION

No marriages recorded.

*Other 2014 deaths of former New Castle residents: Virginia Buonanduci, Winifred Caswell, Otto
Grote, Margaret Harrington, John Hodgdon, Catherine O’ Leary, Philip St. Germain

45

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2014

Prepared by:

R.R. BERGERON, CPA
&
COMPANY
903 STATE STREET
PORTSMOUTH, NH 03801
(603) 436-1313

io

:

ae

el

e Bei
be
h
ry TLDS M2 AME

LE

Hope, Agtur i al

ihiver at va(*
i.ay

RARE

i

£8

;

Y

ATS JASOMAMIA JAUE

in)

vores
a
PAD Ch

ok

Ve

|

Msc, 2
:

i

ae

Retiro: Sade
Giagimin

DECEM BIN §
or

RADA TE OF

UR

mt

01

ey.
vr

ae

On Ty Ud

HW

|

12

ooh

iH

08 RO
bi

‘2014.

erie hinemecun mbeolpaaikin ¥
an Ti
me

cna

eya

GLA

all

t. ee

mb al

aos

Se

TE.

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2014
Table of Contents
Independent Auditor’s Report

Management’s Discussion And Anaiysis

Page
1

2-5

Basic Financial Statements:

Government-Wide Financial Statements:

Statement of Net Assets

6

Statement of Activities

7

Fund Financial Statements:
Governmental Funds:

Balance Sheet

8

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance

9

Reconciliation of Total Governmental Fund Balances to Net Assets
of Governmental Activities in the Statement of Net Assets

10

Reconciliation of the Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes
In Fund Balances of the Governmental Funds to the Statement

of Activities

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Other Financing Sources and
Uses — Budget and Actual

11

12-14

Proprietary Funds:

Statement of Net Assets

15

Statement of Revenues, Expenses, and Changes in Fund Net Assets

16

Statement of Cash Flows

he,

Fiduciary Funds:
Statement of Net Assets

18

Statement of Changes in Fund Net Assets

19

Notes to Financial Statements
Supplementary Information:
Schedule of Long-term Debt - All Funds

20-25
26

rijecssien
SGmertcan

y

Institute

Certified Public Accountants

NH. Society of
Certified Public bccountants

&

|

ipcoed op

,

?

503 Htate Street
Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03807

:
|

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT

Tel 603 436-1343
Fax 603 436-8868

Board of Selectmen
Town of New Castle
New Castle, New Hampshire

| have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-type
activities, and each major fund of the Town of New Castle, New Hampshire as of and for the year
ended June 30, 2014, which collectively comprise the Town’s basic financial statements as listed in the
table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Town’s management. My
responsibility is to express an opinion on these annual financial statements based on my audit.
| conducted my audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Governmental Auditing
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that |
plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the annual financial
statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the annual financial statements. An audit also includes
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as
evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. | believe that my audit provides a reasonable
basis for my opinion.
In my opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the
respective financial position of the government activities, the business-type activities, and each major
fund of the Town of New Castle, New Hampshire, as of June 30, 2014, and the respective changes in
financial position and cash flows, where applicable, thereof and the respective budgetary comparison
for the General Fund for the year then ended in conformity with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United State of America. ..

The Town has implemented several new Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statements which
have established net assets for governmental and business-type activities.
The management's discussion and analysis, appearing on the following pages, is not a required part
of the basic financial statements but is supplementary information required by accounting principles
generally accepted in the United States of America. | have applied certain limited procedures, which
consist principally of inquiries of management regarding the methods of measurement and presentation
of the required supplementary information. However, | did not audit the information and express no
opinion on it.

fe
R.R. Bergeron
September 30, 2014
Portsmouth, NH

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
June 30, 2014

As management of the Town of New Castle, we offer readers this narrative overview and analysis
of the financial activities for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2014.

A. Financial Highlights
«

e

As ofthe close of the current fiscal year, the total of government-wide assets exceeded
liabilities by 28,279,439. (See Note C. following)
Atthe end of the current fiscal year, the unreserved fund balance in the general fund

e

was $1,025,286, an increase of $107,504 over the preceding fiscal year.
There was long term debt (i.e., bonds payable) of $725,000 at the close of the

current fiscal year.
B. Overview of the Financial Statements

This discussion and analysis is intended to serve as an introduction to the Town of New
Castle’s basic financial statements. The basic financial statements are comprised of three
components: (1) government-wide financial statements, (2) fund financial statements, and (3)
notes to the financial statements. This report also contains other supplementary information in
addition to the basic financial statements.

Government-Wide Financial Statements. The government-wide financial statements are
designed to provide readers with a broad overview of the Town’s finances in a manner similar
to a private sector business.
The Statement of Net Assets presents information on all of the Town’s assets and liabilities,
with the difference between the two reported as net assets. Over time, increases or
decreases in net assets may serve as a useful indicator of whether the financial position is
improving or deteriorating.
The Statement of Activities presents information showing how the Town’s net assets
changed during the most recent fiscal year. All changes in net assets are reported as soon
as the underlying event giving rise to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of related
cash flow. Thus, revenues and expenses are reported in this statement for some items that
will result in cash flows in future fiscal periods (e.g., uncollected taxes).

Both of the government-wide financial statements distinguish functions that are principally
supported by taxes and intergovernmental revenues (governmental activities) from other
functions that are intended to recover all or a significant portion of their costs through user
fees and charges (business-type activities). The governmental activities of the Town of New
Castle include general government, public safety, highways and streets, sanitation, health
and welfare, and culture and recreation. The business-type activities include water and
sewer operations.

Fund Financial Statements. A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain
control over resources that have been segregated for specific activities or objectives. Fund
accounting is used to ensure and demonstrate compliance with finance related legal
requirements.
and fiduciary.

All of the funds can be divided into three categories:

2

governmental, proprietary,

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS (con’t)
June 30, 2014

Governmental Funds. Governmental funds are used to account for essentially the same
functions reported as government activities in the government-wide financial statements.
However, unlike the government-wide financial statements, governmental fund financial
statements focus on near term inflows and outflows of spendable resources, as well as on
balances of spendable resources available at the end of the fiscal year. Such information may
be useful in evaluating a government's near term financing requirements.
Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide
financial statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds
with similar information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide financial
statements. By doing so, readers may better understand the long term impact of the
government's near term financing decisions. Both the governmental fund Balance Sheet and
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance provide a reconciliation to
facilitate this comparison between governmental funds and governmental activities.
An annual appropriated budget is adopted for the general fund. A budgetary comparison
Statement has been provided for the general fund to demonstrate compliance with this budget.

Proprietary Funds.

Proprietary funds are maintained as follows:

Enterprise funds are used to report the same functions presented as business-type activities in
the government-wide financial statements. Specifically, enterprise funds are used to account
for water and sewer operations.

Proprietary funds provide the same type of information as the business-type activities reported
in the government-wide financial statements, only in more detail. The proprietary fund financial
statements provide separate information for the water and sewer operations, both of which are
considered to be major funds of the Town of New Castle.
Fiduciary Funds. Fiduciary funds are used to account for resources held for the benefit of
parties outside the government. Fiduciary funds are not reflected in the government- wide
financial statements because the resources of those funds are not available to support the
Town's own programs. The accounting used for fiduciary funds is much like that used for
proprietary funds.

Notes to Financial Statements. The notes provide additional information that is essential to a
full understanding of the data provided in the government-wide and fund financial statements.
Other Information. In addition to the basic financial statements and accompanying notes, this
report also presents certain required supplementary information which is required to be
disclosed by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB).
. Government-Wide Financial Analysis

The following is a summary of condensed government-wide financial data for the current fiscal
year as well as comparative information for the prior year:

es

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS (con’t)
June 30, 2014

FY2014:

Governmental
Activities

Business Type
Activities

Total assets
Total liabilities
Total net assets

$26,330,291
761,013
$25,569,278

$2,719,220
9,059
$2,710,161

FY2013:

Governmental
Activities

Business Type
Activities

$26,086,313
897,525
$25,188,788

$2,241,796
18,156
$2,223,640

Total assets
Total liabilities
Total net assets

Total

$29,049,511
770,072
$28,279,439

Total

$28,328,109
915,681
$27,412,428

By far the largest portion of total net assets is our investment (94%) in capital assets (e.g. land,
buildings, machinery and equipment) less related debt, if any, used to acquire those assets that
is still outstanding. These capital assets are used to provide services to citizens; consequently,
these assets are not available for future spending. Although the investment in capital assets is
reported net of any related debt, it should be noted that the resources needed to repay such
debt must be provided from other sources, since the capital assets themselves cannot be used
to liquidate such liabilities.
D. Financial Analysis of the Government’s

Funds

As noted earlier, fund accounting is used to ensure and demonstrate compliance with
finance-related legal requirements.

Governmental funds. The Town has several funds in this category. The focus of governmental funds is to provide information on near term inflows, outflows and balances of
spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing financing requirements. In
particular, unreserved fund balance may serve as a useful measure of government's net
resources available for (1) future emergency expenditures, and (2) funding future
appropriations.
Proprietary funds. Proprietary funds provide the same type of information found in the
business-type activities reported in the government wide financial statements, but in more
detail.

Unrestricted net assets of the enterprise funds at the end of the year amounted to $620,323.
Factors concerning the finances of proprietary funds have already been addressed in the
entity-wide discussion of business-type activities.
E. Taxes

The New Castle tax rate for July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014 was $6.39. The rate was unchanged
from the prior two years and up $0.01 from three years ago, after adjustment for a required
revaluation of all real property in the Town.

oat
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MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS (con’t)
June 30, 2014

The following table compares the new rate to last year’s rate.
2013

2012

Town Operations

$2.28

$2.22

County
School
Total

.99
3.12
$6.39

1.06
Sate
$6.39

The actual net operating expenses of the Town were budgeted to be approximately $51,080
higher in fiscal year 2013 as in 2012, excluding water and sewer which are funded by user fees.
The major items contributing to the increase were employee health insurance (90% paid by the
Town), up approximately $11,000, and mandatory contributions to the New Hampshire
Retirement System, up approximately $25,000. The Town also provided for modest wage and
salary increases for employees.
The County tax decreased by $0.07. The County budget gets allocated to the municipalities
based on valuations. The School portion of the rate is up $0.01.
The overall impact on the tax rate was offset
balance. The unreserved fund balance is the
budgeted (i.e., appropriated) performance in
towns have between 8% and 17% retainage.
F.

by utilizing $162,000 from the unreserved fund
result of favorable variances between actual and
town operations. NH DRA recommends that
New Castle’s residual fund balance is 16.0%.

Vehicle & Equipment Trust Funds Capital Reserve

$121,000 was added to the Vehicle and Equipment Trust Funds during the year. In
continuance of our program of annual funding, the Town voted at the May Town Meeting to
appropriate an additional $126,500 to be added to the Trust in the coming year. The purpose of
the program is to provide for major vehicle and equipment purchase, lease, or refurbishment,
as necessary. During the year, the Town purchased a loader/backhoe for $113,300.
Requests for Information. This financial report is designed to provide a general overview of the
Town of New Castle’s finances for all those with an interest in government's finances. Questions
concerning any of the information provided in this report or requests for additional financial
information should be addressed to:
Selectmen
Town of New Castle
P.O. Box 367
New Castle, NH
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TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
GOVERNMENT-WIDE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS
June 30, 2014

Governmental

_Activities_

Business-Type
Activities

_Total_

ASSETS
Current:
Cash and
Accounts
Due from
Noncurrent:
Accounts

short-term investments
receivable
enterprise funds

$

1,142,099
1,672
3,985

$

718,725

$

1,860,824
10,492
3,985

1,991,675

Deeded property

28,482
25,153,024
1,029

28,482
27,144,699
1,029

Total Assets

26,330,291

2,719,220

29,049,511

receivable

Capital assets (net of accumulated depreciation)

LIABILITIES
Current:
Accounts payable & accrued expenses
Current portion of long-term debt
Due to general fund
Noncurrent:
Long-term bonds payable
Total Liabilities

36,013
125,000

41,087
125,000
3,985

600,000

600,000

761,013

770,072

NET ASSETS
Invested in capital assets (net of related debt)
Unrestricted
Total Net Assets

2,089,838
620,323

24,428,024
1,141,254

$25,569,278

$

2,710,161

See accompanying notes to these financial statements
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TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
GOVERNMENT-WIDE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2014

Net (Expenses) Revenue and Changes in

Program
Revenues

Net Assets
Business-

Direct
Expenses

Charges for
Services

_Activities _

GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITIES:

General government

$

Public safety
Highways and streets
Sanitation
Health and human services
Culture and recreation
Interest on debt
Principle on Long Term Debit
Transfer to Capital Reserve
County taxes
Local and state education warrents

Capital outlay
Total Governmental Activities

BUSINESS-TYPE ACTIVITIES:
Water services

Type

Governmental

Total

Activities

(180,819)
(745,684)
(116,152)
(132,109)
(37,227)
(272,497)
(30,922)
(125,000)
(121,000)
(634,583)
(1,990,142)

745,684
Ta Onloe

-

132,109
ore
272,497
30,922
125,000
121,000
634,583
1,990,142

~
-

(180,819) $
(745,684)
(116,152)
(132,109)
(37,227)
(272,497)
(30,922)
(125,000)
(121,000)
(634,583)
(1,990,142)

15.000

-

(15,000)

(15,000)

(4,401,135)

(4,401,135)

386,321.

$.

4,606,637

$

205,502

205,502

$

56,760

90,319

Sewer services

446,405

499,336

33,559
52,931

33,559
92,931

Total Business-Type Activities

903,165

589,655

86,490

86,490

TOTAL

$ 5,109,802

$

GENERAL REVENUES:
Property taxes
Penalties, interest, and other taxes
Licenses and permits
Interest income
Other revenues
Total Revenues and Transfers

Add reconciling adjustment(Page

Change in Net Assets
Net Assets - Beginning of Year

86,490

(4,401,135)

795,157

-11-)

4,044,258
4,102
367,314
1,195
114,964

4,044,258
4,102
367,311
1,195
114,964

4,531,830

4,531,830

249,795

249,795

380,490

86,490

466,980

25,188,788

2,223,640

27,412,428

400,031

400,031

2,710,161

$ 28,279,439

Net reclassification/restatement

$ 25,569,278

Net Assets - End of Year

See accompanying notes to these financial statements.
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TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
RECONCILIATION OF TOTAL GOVERNMENTAL FUND BALANCES
TO NET ASSETS OF GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITIES IN THE
STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS
June 30, 2014

Total governmental fund balance

(page -8-)

$

Investments in capital assets (net of related debt) used in
governmental activities are not financial resources and,
therefore, are not reported in the funds. (page -6-)

Net assets of governmental activities

(page -7-)

1,141,254

24,428 024

$ 25,569,278

See accompanying notes to these financial statements.
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TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
RECONCILIATION OF THE STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND
CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE OF THE GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
TO THE STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2014

Net change in fund balance — Total governmental funds

(page -9-)

$

130,695

Governmental funds report capital outlays as
expenditures. Pursuant to GASB 34 reporting, the
capital costs incurred in the current year are allocated
over their estimated useful lives and reported as
depreciation expense:

Capital outlay purchases
Depreciation

$ 124,795
-

"01247795

The issuance of long-term debt (e.g., bonds and leases) provides
current financial resources to governmental funds, while the
repayment of the principal of long-term debt consumes the financial
resources of governmental funds. Neither transaction, however,
has any effect on net assets:

Net transfers (long-term debt repayment)

Change in net assets of governmental activities

(Page -7-)

* = $249,795

See accompanying notes to these financial statements.
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*

125,000

$

380,490

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
GOVERNMENTAL FUND - GENERAL FUND
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND OTHER
FINANCING SOURCES AND USES - BUDGET AND ACTUAL
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2014

General Fund

Variance
Favorable
(Unfavorable)

Budget

Actual

$ 4,034,837

$ 4,044,258

4,000

4,102

102

4,038 837

4,048, 360

9,523

243,500
32,550

282,059
327402

38,559
152

9,710
285,760

9,874
324,635

164
38,875

Meals and rooms tax distribution

43,173

43,173

Highway block grant

WAVE
60,290

AWA AS)
60,352

-

3,588

3,588

157,850

205,502

47,652

500
28 22

1,195
50,929

695
222A VL

20 fae

52,124

23,412

4,571,449

4,694,561

WasSiahe

REVENUES AND OTHER SOURCES:
Taxes:

Property taxes
Interest and penalties on taxes

Licenses, permits and fees:
Motor vehicle permit fees
Building permits
Other licenses, permits and fees

$

9,421

State of New Hampshire:

Federal government

Charges for services:
Income from departments
Miscellaneous sources:
Interest on investments
Other miscellaneous sources

Total Revenues and Other Sources

See accompanying notes to these financial statements.
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TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
GOVERNMENTAL FUND - GENERAL FUND
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND OTHER
FINANCING SOURCES AND USES - BUDGET AND ACTUAL (con't)
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2014

General Fund

Budget

Actual

Variance
Favorable
(Unfavorable)

EXPENDITURES AND OTHER USES:

General government:
Executive
Election, registration and vital statistics
Financial administration
Revaluation of property

Legal expense

$

80,148
35,887
109,653
15,650

$

63350
34,463
113,047
8,513

aes

(3,202)
1,424
(3,394)
felon

15,700

STOLE

lion)

33,900
21,200
50,500
16,683
52,000
10,000
441,357

8,996
54,119
Viopi hey
37,004
386,321

33,900
12,240
(3,619)
931
14,996
10,000
55,036

Police and animal control
Ambulance
Fire

459 238
5,000
284,851

423,852
5,000
298 624

35,386
(73,779)

Building inspection
Emergency management

15,917
11,423
776,429

14,709
3,499
745,684

1,208
7,924
30,745

125,590

106,762

18,828

Merit pool account
Planning and zoning
General government buildings
Cemeteries
Insurance - unallocated
Other and contingencies

Public safety:

Highways and streets:
Highways and streets maintenance
Street lighting

Sanitation:
Administration
Solid waste collection
Solid waste disposal

Health:
Administration
Pest control
Health agencies and hospitals

10,000

9,390

610

135,590

iO moO2

19,438

1/25
100,850
28,320
130,895

1,005
105,016
26,088
132,109

720
(4,166)
meo2
(1,214)

AVPAE
23,050
13,000

OPT.
23,050
13,000

SVE SPA!

Site

See accompanying notes to these financial statements.
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TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
GOVERNMENTAL FUND - GENERAL FUND
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND OTHER
FINANCING SOURCES AND USES - BUDGET AND ACTUAL (con't)
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2014

General Fund
ariance
Favorable
(Unfavorable)

Actual

Budget
Welfare:
Direct assistance

Culture and recreation:
Parks and recreation

Library
Recreation/Library building
Recreation commission

Conservation

Principal on long-term debt

$

10,000

$

100

§$

9,900

141,506
61,345
31,900
7,750
242,501

136/203
61,345
25,664
7,522
227,134

8,303
6,236
228
14,767

27,041

12,646

14,395

125,000

125,000

29,047
5,000
34,047

29,047
OTS
30,922

15,000

15,000

-

634,583
441,387
1,548,755
2,624,725

634,583
441,387
1,548,755

-

2,624,725

-

121,000

121,000

-

12,537

12.5356

-

4,733,449

4,587,057

~

Interest on debt:

Long-term
Short-term
Capital outlay:
Buildings

625
Sazo

Payments to other governments:

County taxes
Local school district education taxes
State education tax warrant

Transfer to trust funds capital reserves

Transfer to conservation trust
Total Expenditures and Other Uses

Excess of revenues and other sources over (under)
expenditures and other uses
$ (162,000)

107,504
_——————————

See accompanying notes to these financial statements.
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146 392

$

269,504

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
PROPRIETARY FUNDS
STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS
June 30, 2014

Business-Type Activities
Enterprise Funds
Water Fund

Sewer Fund

$

$

ASSETS
Current:

Cash
Investments
Accounts receivable
Total current assets

40,241
127,927
8,820
176,988

281,007
269,550

550,557

Non-Current:

Equipment

10,633

Less accumulated depreciation

(267,899)

1,621,619
(26,190)

Total non-current assets

396,246

1,595,429

573.254

2,145,986

788
510
17505

787
989
2,680
2,000

Service lines and stations

Total Assets

Oba OI

LIABILITIES
Current:

Accounts Payable’
Accrued payroll
Due to general fund
Escrow funds

-

Total current liabilities

2,603

6,456

Total Liabilities

2,603

6,456

470,811
99,820

1,619,027
520,503

$ _ .570;631

$ 2,139,530

NET ASSETS

Invested in capital assets
Unrestricted

Total Net Assets

See accompanying notes to these financial statements.
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TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
PROPRIETARY FUNDS
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENSES, AND CHANGES
IN FUND NET ASSETS
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2014

Business-Type Activities
Enterprise Funds

OPERATING REVENUE

Water Fund

Sewer Fund

$

$

89,875

494,043

OPERATING EXPENSES:
Water purchases
Sewerage assessment
Personnel services
Non-personnel services
Depreciation (Note 1-F.)
Total operating expenses

Operating Income

23,300
16,440
5,020
12,000
56,760

3,000
446 405

Sh Byby
fe)

47,638

444

DiZuS

33,559

52,931

NON-OPERATING REVENUES:
Investment earnings
Income Before Transfers

TRANSFERS

-

Change in Net Assets

Net Assets at Beginning of Year as Previously Stated

Reclassifications and/or restatements (See Note 7)
Net Assets at End of Year as Restated

sy dee se
32,607
35,288

-

3,000

roPag Boh

703,185

1,520,455

(166,113)
Dao(U.Oc

See accompanying notes to these financial statements.
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566,144
lmapeenog,OcU

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
PROPRIETARY FUNDS
STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2014

Business-Type Activities
Enterprise Funds
Water Fund

Sewer Fund

$

eS etete
12,000
45,559

ak

S2ivo
3,000
55,931

$

45,559

$

95,931

$

(206,746)
75,459
Ba 5

$

407,485
219,550
(11,499)

Funds Provided:

Net income for the year (change in net assets)
Add back depreciation

Increase in working capital

Changes in elements of working capital:
Increase (decrease) in current assets:
Cash
Investments
Accounts receivable

Increase (decrease) in investment activities:
Equipment, service lines and stations
Increase (decrease) in current liabilities:
Accounts payable, deferred items, escrow
funds, etc.

615,536

-

-

(2,558)

Reclassifications and/or restatements(See Note 7)

increase in working capital

Zo nil2)

(6,539)

166,113

$

45,559

See accompanying notes to these financial statements.
L472

(566,144)

§$

Shaye ion

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
FIDUCIARY FUNDS
STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS
June 30, 2014

Private

Purpose

(A)
Agency

Trust

__Funds_

Funds

ASSETS

Cash and investments

$ 264,075

$

747,062

LIABILITIES
Deferred liabilities

747,062

-0-

NET ASSETS

Total net assets held in trust

$ 264,075

(A) " Agency Funds" consist of the following:
Enterprise/Sewer Funds
$
Enterprise/Water Funds
C/R - Vehicle and Equip. Replacement Fund
C/R - School Bldg. Fund
Special Education
School Tuition

269,550
127,926
167,751
14,419
129,510
37,906

$

747,062

See accompanying notes to these financial statements.
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TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
FIDUCIARY FUNDS
STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FUND NET ASSETS
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2014

Private

Purpose
Trust Funds
Additions:

Contributions and net investment income

(A)

$

23,411

Deductions:

Payments to beneficiaries

(1,490)

Net increase

21,921

Net Assets:

Beginning of year - held in trust

242,154

$
264,075
__

End of year - held in trust

(A) = Includes $8,000 reimbursement from the General Fund

See accompanying notes to these financial statements.
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TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
June 30, 2014

Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

The accounting policies of the Town of New Castle, New Hampshire conform to
generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applicable to governmental units.
The following is a summary of the more significant policies:

A.

Reporting entity
The government is a municipal corporation governed by an elected Board of
three Selectmen. As required by generally accepted accounting principles,
these financial statements present the government and applicable component
units for which the government is considered to be financially accountable.
Government-Wide and Fund Financial Statements

Government-Wide Financial Statements
The government-wide financial statements (i.e., the statement of net assets and
the statement of activities) report information on all of the nonfiduciary activities
of the primary government. For the most part, the effect of interfund activity has
been removed from the statements. Governmental activities, which normally
are supported by taxes and intergovernmental revenues, are reported
separately from business-type activities, which rely to a significant extent on
fees and charges for support.
The statement of activities demonstrates the degree to which the direct
expenses of a given function or segment are offset by program revenues.
Direct expenses are those that are clearly identifiable with a specific function or
segment. Program revenues include (1) charges to customers or applicants
who purchase, use, or directly benefit from goods, services, or privileges
provided by a given function or segment and (2) grants and contributions that
are restricted to meeting the operational or capital requirements of a particular
function or segment. Taxes and other items not included among program
revenues are reported instead as general revenues.

Fund Financial Statements
Separate financial statements are provided for governmental funds,
funds and fiduciary funds, even though the latter are excluded from
government-wide financial statements. The governmental fund and
individual enterprise funds are reported as separate columns in the
financial statements.

-20-
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TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (con’t)
June 30, 2014

Measurement Focus, Basis of Accounting, and Financial Statement
Presentation

Government-Wide Financial Statements
The government-wide financial statements (i.e. the statement of net assets and
the statement of changes in net assets) are reported using the accrual basis of
accounting, as are the proprietary funds and fiduciary funds financial
statements. Revenues are recorded when earned and expenses are recorded
when a liability is incurred, regardless of the timing of related cash flows.
Property taxes are recognized as revenues in the year for which they are levied.
Grants and similar items are recognized as revenue as soon as all eligibility
requirements imposed by the provider have been met. As a general rule, the
effect of interfund activity has been eliminated from the government-wide
financial statements.
Amounts reported as program revenues are charges to customers or applicants
for goods, services, or privileges provided. Internally dedicated resources are
reported as general revenues rather than as program revenues. Likewise,
general revenues include all taxes.
Fund Financial Statements
The accrual basis of accounting is used for the enterprise and the fiduciary fund
types. Governmental fund types utilize the modified accrual basis whereby
revenues are recorded when measurable and available. Expenditures are
recorded when the liability is incurred (accrual basis) except for:

a.

Disbursement for inventory items (materials and supplies) which are
considered expenditures at the time of purchase;

b. Prepaid expenses which are not normally recorded;
c.

Interest on long-term debt which is recorded as an expenditure when due.

The Town
fund which
resources
in another

reports several governmental funds, the major one being the general
serves as the Town’s operating fund. It accounts for financial
of the general government, except those required to be accounted for
fund.

Proprietary funds distinguish operating revenues and expenses from nonoperating items. Operating revenues and expenses generally result from
providing services and producing and delivering goods in connection with a
proprietary fund’s principal ongoing operations. The principal operating

Site|

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (con’t)
June 30, 2014

revenues of the enterprise funds are charges to customers for sales and
services.

Operating expenses for enterprise funds include the cost of sales and services,
administrative expenses, and depreciation on capital assets. All revenues and
expenses not meeting this definition are reported as non-operating revenues
and expenses.
The Town reports the following proprietary funds:
e

Water Enterprise Fund

e

Sewer Enterprise Fund

The private-purpose trust fund is used to account for trust arrangements, other
than those properly reported in the permanent fund, under which principal and
investment income exclusively benefit individuals, private organizations, or
other governments.
Investments

Investments are stated at cost value.

Inventories

The costs of governmental fund-type inventories are recorded as expenditures
when purchased (“purchase method’). No significant inventory balances were
on hand in governmental funds.

Capital Assets

Capital assets, which include property, plant and equipment, and infrastructure,
are reported in the applicable governmental or business-type activities column
in the government-wide financial statements. Such assets are recorded at
historical cost or estimated historical cost if purchased or constructed. Donated
capital assets are recorded at estimated fair market value at the date of
donation.
The costs of normal maintenance and repairs that do not add to the value of the
asset or materially extend assets lives are not capitalized.

2908

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (con’t)
June 30, 2014

Major outlays for capital assets and improvements are capitalized as projects
are constructed.

Property, plant equipment and infrastructure of the primary government is
depreciated using the straight-line method.
Long-Term Obligations
In the government-wide financial statements, long-term obligations are reported
as netted against the investment in capital assets in the applicable statement of
net assets.
2.

Stewardship, Compliance and Accountability

A.

Budgetary Information
An annual appropriated budget is adopted for the Town’s general fund and
enterprise funds. In November, the Town Administrator issues a directive
requesting line-item budget proposals from each department for submission in
December. All increases in appropriations must be fully substantiated. The
Town Administrator schedules reviews with the Budget Committee.

The Town then calls a public hearing to review budget requirements with the
general public. After due consideration from the public, the Selectmen and
Budget Committee make a final decision. A resolution is required for
acceptance for the final budget by majority vote. Departments are legally
limited to their total budget as voted.
The final budget and resolution are then presented to the Department of
Revenue Administration for their review and approval of the tax rate. Certain
limitations set by state statute must be established and adhered to before the
rate is set.

Budgetary Basis
The General Fund final appropriation appearing on the “Budget and Actual “
page of the fund financial statements represents the final amended budget and
was authorized as follows:
2014 appropriations budget
Budgeted decrease of undesignated
fund balance
2014 revenues budget

L935

$4,733,449
162,000
$4,571,449

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (con’t)
June 30, 2014

Cash and Investments

The carrying amount of the Town’s deposits with financial institutions at June 30, 2014
was:
Governmental Funds
$ 1,142,099
Enterprise Funds
718725
$ 1,860,824

The trust funds, not reflected above, may invest funds in a manner that is prescribed
by NH State Law. The trustees are also required to report annually to the State
Attorney General.
Property Taxes Receivable

Property tax revenues are recognized in the fiscal year for which taxes have been
levied to the extent that they become available, i.e. due or receivable within the current
fiscal year and collected within the current period or within 60 days of year-end.
Taxes receivable at June 30, 2014 are comprised of:

Property Taxes:
Current Year
Tax Liens

$

-028,482

$ 28,482
User Fees Receivable

User fees receivable in water and sewer funds include amounts due from customers
for water and sewer usage. Water and sewer delinquent receivables are liened ina
similar manner as property taxes described in Note 4.

User fees receivable at June 30, 2014 consist of the following:
Water
$8,820

Sewer
$__-0-

Total
$ 8,820

Long-Term Debt

The Town has the following general obligation long-term debt (bonds payable)
as of June 30, 2014:

Public Safety Complex
$ 635,000
Channel Islands purchase
90,000
$725,000
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TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (con’t)
June 30, 2014

RECLASSIFICATIONS AND/OR RESTATEMENTS
During the fiscal year ended June 30, 2014, it was determined that reclassifications
and/or restatements of certain asset accounts of the Public Works Department had to
be reflected on the following:
STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENSES, AND CHANGES
STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS

IN FUND NET ASSETS

The transactions were duly authorized by the Selectmen and the Public Works
Commissioners and are enumerated as follows:
Business-Type Activities
Enterprise Funds
Water Fund
Sewer Fund
Reclassifications and/or Restatements:
Prior years misclassified revenue
$ (35,360)
$ 35,360
Cash account reclassification
G1OS1203)
133,254
*Transfer to Trust Funds
“Transfer of related estimated earnings
Trust Funds balance adjustment
NH refund on prior year bridge project
Elimination of contributed capital-“contra” account

Net Totals

2,500
-

$(166.113)

(50,000)
(2,500)
151,290
12,594
286,183

$566,144

RETIREMENT SYSTEM
Plan Description:
The Town contributes to the New Hampshire System (NHRS), a cost-sharing
multiple-employer defined benefit pension plan administered by the NHRS Board
of Trustees. The plan provides service, disability, death and vested retirement
allowances to plan members and beneficiaries. Benefit provisions are established
and may be amended by the New Hampshire State Legislature. The NHRS issues a
publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required
supplementary information. That report may be obtained by writing to New Hampshire
Retirement System, 54 Regional Drive, Concord, New Hampshire 03301.
Funding Policy:
Plan members are required to contribute between 7.00% and 11.80% of annual
covered compensation to the pension plan. The Town makes annual contributions
to the pension plan equal to the amount required and ranges from 10.77% to
27.74% of covered compensation. The required annual contributions for the fiscal
year ended June 30, 2014 were as follows:
Employee portion
$ 54,825
Employer portion
112,581
$167,406

-25-
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NEW CASTLE MUNICIPAL OFFICES
Select Board’s Office
Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri.

431-6710 ext 10
8am to 2pm

Town Clerk-Tax Collector

Mon., Wed. & Thursday

431-6710 ext 11
8am to noon

Accountant
Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri.

431-6710 ext 12
8am to 2pm

Library
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

431-6773
12 to 5pm
12 to Spm
9am to 3pm
12 to Spm
9am to noon

Friday
Saturday

911 or 436-2515
436-1132
430-0162

Fire/EMT’s — Emergency
Business Line
Fire Fax

Police — Emergency

911 or 436-3113
436-3800
436-7710

Business Line
Police Fax

Building Inspector
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

431-6710 ext 15
8:30 to 11:30am

4:30 to 6:00pm
8:30 to 10:30am

Thursday
Friday

12:00 to 5:30pm
4:30 to 6:00pm
8:30 to 11:30am

All Town Boards

431-6710

Road Agent
Supr. Of Public Works

431-6710 ext 13
431-6710 ext 13

Town Office Fax

433-6198

Website

www.newcastlenh.org
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